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BEFORE THE
| LLI NO S COMVERCE COWM SSI ON
PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES REGULAR OPEN MEETI NG
Thur sday, March 18, 2021

Chicago, Illinois

Met pursuant to notice via videoconference
at 11:30 a.m at 160 North LaSalle Street, Chicago,

I111nois.

PRESENT:

CARRI E ZALEWSKI , Chai rwoman
(via Chicago Ofice)

D. ETHAN KI MBREL, Conmi ssi oner
(via Chicago Ofice)

SADZI M QLI VA, Conm ssi oner
(via videoconference)

MARI A S. BOCANEGRA, Conm ssi oner
(via videoconference)

M CHAEL T. CARRI GAN, Commi ssi oner
(via Springfield Ofice)

BRI DGES COURT REPORTI NG
BY: Mchael J. Duffy, CER
Notary Public

Bridges Court Reporting Page: 1



Regular Open Meeting - Public Utilites I1linois Commerce Commission Regular Open Meeting

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

CHAl RAOMAN ZALEWSKI @ Under the Open Meeti ngs
Act, and in accordance with the Governor's
executive orders, | call the March 18th, 2021
Regul ar Open Meeting to order.

Before we proceed, and for clarity of the
record, | would ask everyone to state their nane
bef ore speaking and to speak slowy and clearly so
that the Court Reporter can capture everything that
Is said. | checked that we have all conm ssioners
with us, so we have a quorum

We have 16 requests to speak and going in the
order received. First: Eddie Pratt, Jr. Second:

Em liano Vera. Third: Diana Burdette. Fourth:

Ant hony Wal raven. Fifth: Beau David Barber.

Si xth: Sarah Bl anco. Seventh: Dat Hoang Luu.
Eighth: Marc Grdler. N nth: Allan Max Axel rod.
Tenth: Kyle Auer. 11th: Kenneth Crowe. 12th: Lena
Wal ker. 13th: Drake Materre. 14th: Rita Conery.
15: Benjam n CGeorge, and 16th: Jessica Mt singer

Under 2 Ill. Adm Code Section 1700.10, any
person desiring to address the Conm ssion shall be

allowed up to three mnutes. Only one person wl |
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speak on behalf of any organi zation. Note that the
Comm ssion will not respond directly to any
coment s.

Due to the | arge nunber of requests to speak,
each person will be granted two m nutes to speak
today. | would note that any person wishing to
provide further coments may submt a witten
comment to the Commission. The witten comments
may be submtted by going to the | CC website,
icc.illinois.gov, go to the e-Docket system | ook
for docket nunber, in this case, 20-0308. [sic]
And then in the docket there's a "file a comment”
l'i nk.

You can also, alternatively, call our
Consuner Services Division and I'mgoing to read
t he nunber: (800) 524-0795. And if you call them
they can help you with the stuff of howto enter a
comment in this docket.

First, we have Eddie Pratt, Jr. M.
Pratt, are you on?
MR. PRATT: Yes, |I'mhere. Can you hear ne?
CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI : W can hear you.
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You'll have two mnutes. M policy advisor, Tanya,
w Il be starting the clock. Before you begin. If
you coul d pl ease state and spell your nane for the
Court Reporter and then we'll start the clock.
Thank you.

MR. PRATT. Yes. Eddie Pratt, Jr. That's
spelled EED-D-I1-E, Pratt, P-RAT-T, Junior. | am
a resident of Chanpaign. |'mhere representing the
CU Human Rights Coalition. And I just want to say
that |'mthankful that you guys are allowng ne to
speak today.

So the situation is a little bleak, even
t hough that we are starting this rollout, there's a
great bit of people who are still under the poverty
i ne, and we've seen those nunbers increase. Along
with that, and very nmuch so connected to that,
we' ve seen |levels of violent crine increase, we've
seen suicides increase, and wth the noratorium
possi bly endi ng very, very soon, there are a |l ot of
peopl e who haven't gotten back to normality as far
as their financial situations, even in lieu of this

| ast stinulus paynent that just cane through for a
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11 lot of people.

2 What | would like to see is this noratorium
3| extended, maybe even possibly going into May or

4| even June because people aren't ready yet. |If this
5| ends now, the trend that we've seen is only going
6| to, you know, be even worse. Basically, | nean,

71 the stats show thensel ves. You know, we've all

8| lived through 2020 and we know what that was |ike.
9| And if we hang our people to dry now, things only
10| stand to get worse. And | hope that that is

11| something that you all consider. Thank you.

12 CHAl RAMOMAN ZALEWSKI : Thank you. Next,

13| Emliano Vera? Emliano, are you on?

14 MR. VERA: Yes, | am
15 CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Great. You have two
16 | mnutes. And again, we'll set the tinmer. |If you

171 could first state and then spell your nanme for the

18 | Court Reporter, then we'll begin the tiner.
19 MR. VERA: Emliano Vera, E-MI-L-1-A-NO
20 V-E-R-A. Al right. Well, | amdefinitely, I'm

21| grateful for the noratoriumthat was established

22| previously. | think that it always shoul d have
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been mandatory, but | am concerned that the
noratoriumis not being followed even as it is in
pl ace now. There is evidence to show that Aneren
has been shutting off at | east one person a nonth
for nonths now And that it was followed by Contd
In February with the resunption of shutoffs for
non- payable in violation of the noratorium And |
think that it is necessary to reinstate a mandatory
shutoff noratoriumthat is covering the entire
state, all utilities wwthin the state. Thank you.
| yield the rest of ny tine.

CHAl RAMOMAN ZALEWSKI @ Thank you. Third,

Di ana Burdette. Are you on?

MS. BURDETTE: Yes, | am

CHAI RAMOVAN ZALEWBKI @ G eat.

M5. BURDETTE: M nane is Diana Burdette,
DI-AANA B URDET-T-E |I'mrepresenting
Lakef ront Denocratic Socialists of Arerica out of
Lake County. The community | specifically live in
I's conprised of the working poor of our county. W
are the housekeepers, the gardeners, the grocery,

gas attendants, dry clean, shopkeepers of the
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ultra-affluent in our comunity. WArehouse workers
with little to no regul ati on, packagi ng safety
materials for hospital industries.

In essence, we are the essential workers that
were in harms way when the pandem c struck. W
were the ones that were not able to shelter in
pl ace and we're the hardest hit with deaths and
di sease. On Cctober 29th, Governor Pritzker
tweeted that by October 1st, cases increased by 151
percent. Increases in 73 percent hospitalization,
61 percent |ICU patients, 53 percent patients on
ventilators, and 82 percent in COVID deaths. Those
statistics were gathered fromcomunities |ike
m ne, essential worker conmuniti es.

And at the sane tinme as COVID destroyed our
communities, so did power shutoffs. Wth over
2,000 cases a day, two weeks after shutoff started,
over 3,000 cases a day, three weeks after cases
started, and over 4,000 cases a day a nonth after
cases started. It's been clear that though
essential communities that provided bodies to

mai ntain the working cog of daily life were exalted
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i n name and on paper. |In real |life, our people are
expendabl e.

As our communities hit the peak of w nter,
our power was shut off and our people are the first
and last to suffer. WelIl, platitudes are not

enough, and now we are asking for nore. W are

asking for action. It is not -- the cold is not
over. Qur children are still at hone trying to
| earn and we are still essential. W need to

extend the noratorium Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN ZALEWBKI @ Thank you. Fourt h,
M. Anthony Walraven? M. Walraven, Are you on?
M. Walraven, |'mdoing a quick |ook, and | don't
see you connected to our Wbex. Last check.

(No verbal response.)

CHAIl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI @  Ckay. Fifth, M. Beau
David Barber. M. Barber, are you on?

MR. BARBER: Yes, nma' am

CHAl RAMOMAN ZALEWSKI @ Ckay. Geat. W'll
set the tiner for two mnutes. Please state and
spell your nanme and then you nay begin.

MR. BARBER: | have one question. Wuld it

Bridges Court Reporting Page: 8



Regular Open Meeting - Public Utilites I1linois Commerce Commission Regular Open Meeting

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

be possible for me to share ny screen? | have a
table that | want to showif that's okay. |If not,
that's fine.

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  It's fine except, you
know, what only will be recorded is what is said.
|f you want to submt the table, you can submt
via, like what | said at the beginning. You can
submt by either going to the website or by calling
t he nunber.

MR. BARBER: (Ckay. Sure. That still works.

CHAIl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Ckay.

MR. BARBER: | do have one correction,

t hough, to what you said earlier and | know this
was |ike an error that -- docket 20 dash -- so
20-0309, not -- 0308, if I"'mcorrect. | don't know
I f that was just sone error that was occurring.

CHAIl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI @ |I'msorry. Wat? Say
It again? | just want to confirm

MR. BARBER: You said earlier for submtting
the witten, people can submt it for the Docket
20-0308. But it's actually 20-0309. | renenber

getting an e-mail about it when I first got the
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confirmation to speak, it listed 20-0308, but then
they sent an e-mail saying it was 20-03009.
Apol ogi es for that.

JUDGE TEAGUE- KI NGSLEY: Excuse ne. This is
Judge Teague- Ki ngsley. Chairnman, he's correct.
The docket nunber shoul d be 20-0309.

CHAI RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Ckay. Thank you.
Thank you for the correction.

MR. BARBER: No, worries. | just wanted to
make sure that was cl ear.

CHAI RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Thank you.

MR. BARBER: So, may | proceed?

CHAl RAMOMAN ZALEWSKI @ Yeah. Let's -- Tanya
are you going to put the tiner up?

THE COURT REPORTER W can only share once.
| cannot share a screen and have anot her person
share a screen.

MR. BARBER: That's fine. |I'mnot going to
share ny screen. Apol ogies for that confusion.
"Il submt the rest of ny -- well, | can submt
the rest of ny stuff as witten comments if that's

al | oned. Thank you.
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1 So ny nane is Beau David Bar ber.

2| That is B-E-A-U, D-A-V-1-D, and then B-A-R-B-E-R
3| | ama precinct commttee person for Chanpai gn

4| County Denocratic Party representing Ogden 1

5| Precinct.

6 So |I've | ooked at this docket very closely

7| and |'ve been tracking all of the data that cones
8| out of it, and | built a table that | can subnmt as
9| witten cooments as well, that details shut off by
10| ZIP code, town, county, and Illinois Departnent of
11| Public Health Region. And one thing that |, you
121 know, been noticed so is, you know, through these,
13| is looking at not the disparities based on

141 | ocation, but also disparities based on raci al

15 | denogr aphi cs.

16 So for instance, and | confirmed this, along
171 with the report that chicagobusi ness.com had put

18 | out, about 1 in 25 Conkd custoners in certain ZI P
191 codes, primarily black conmunities, having their
20 utilities disconnected. So for the ZI P code 60621,
21| which conprises nostly the Engl ewood -- conprises

22 | nostly of the Engl ewood community. At that tine,
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from Septenber to October, they had 699 shutoffs,
whi ch represented about 5.5 percent of the
custoners of Contd in there, in that conmmunity.

As of Novenber, that is now -- that is now
740 total. So that's 5.81 percent. There's nany
other communities like that, that they list in
there, but for the, you know, for the brevity that
| *ve been given, | will note that this and nmany
ot her communities listed in there conprise of over
60 or over 70 percent non-white residents. And of
the ZI P codes 60621, 60827, 60409, they all have
over three percent of their custoners, from
Sept enber through Novenber, disconnected by ConEd.
And these communities are over 70 percent non-white
according to the American Conmunity Survey.

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI @ Sorry, you are out of

tine.

MR. BARBER: | apol ogi ze. Thank you.

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Thank you. And agai n,
feel free to submt your -- any other comments, or

the table. Thank you.
MR. BARBER: Thank you.
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CHAl R\MOVAN ZALEWSBKI : Al right. Six is
Ms. Sarah Bl anco? Ms. Blanco are you on?

M5. BLANCO  Yes.

CHAl R\MOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Great. Please state
and spell your nanme and then we wll start the
timer.

M5. BLANCO. My nane is Sarah Bl anco, That's
SARAH BL-ANCGCO And | amrepresenting the
Chanpai gn- Urbana Branch of the Party for Socialism
and Li beration.

Wash your hands. |In the early nonths of the
COVI D- 19 pandem c, this phrase was everywhere, from
profile pictures to marquees of closed businesses,
and of course, in every |ist of actions necessary
to stop the spread of COVID-19. So washi ng hands
was to prevent the spread of COVID-19. And for so
much nore.

Water is essential for life. It is a basic
human right. However, water corporations such as
II'linois Arerican Water, use this natural resource
and basic necessity as a source of profit and have

the power to cut off access to it for those who are
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unable to pay, putting all of us in danger.

Bet ween Cct ober 2020 and February 2021,
I11inois Anerican Water cruelly and reckl essly
wi t hhel d running water from al nost 12, 000
househol ds. Meanwhil e, American Water has been
profiting nore and nore. Since the begi nning of
t he pandem c, Anmerican Water's profits have only
I ncreased.

From quarter two of 2020, Anerican Water's
profits, per share, increased 3.2 percent conpared
to quarter two of 2019. Fromquarter three of 2019
to quarter three of 2020, the increase was 9.8
percent per share. And in quarter four of 2020, as
American Water denied water to thousands, its
profits increased by 48 percent per share conpared
to quarter two -- four of 20109.

To all ow Anerican Water to resune water shut
offs at the end of this nonth would be to
recklessly invite a public health disaster.

Because Anerican Water cannot be trusted to put the
needs of people over the pursuit of profits, a

mandatory noratoriumon utility shut off is
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necessary. Lives depend on it. Al power to the
peopl e.

CHAIl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI @ Thank you. Next,
M. Dat Hoang Luu. M. Luu, are you on?

MR LUU Yes, | am M nane is Dat Luu,
D-A-T, L-U-U |I'"ma student here at the University
of Illinois U bana-Chanpaign, and |'mrepresenting
the U UC, Young Denocratic Socialists of Anerica
here today.

| want to bring to the attention of the
Conmmi ssion a report published by the National
Bureau of Econom ¢ Research conducted by
researchers at Duke University. According to the
I nformati on gathered in the report published in
January of 2021, if, on the federal |evel,
evictions and utility nmoratoriumwere put in place
within the tinme frame of March 2020 to Novenber
2020, COVID infection rates woul d' ve dropped 14. 2
percent and 8.7 percent respectively.

As for the COVID deaths, however, they
woul d' ve dropped 40.7 percent and 14.8 percent,

respectively. \Wen spoken in the context of hunman
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costs, and the tens of thousands, hundreds of
t housands of |ives |ost across the country and here
I11inois, that could have been prevented.

Now, | nentioned the whopping statistics on
evictions for a reason. Despite there being an
eviction noratoriumin place right now and that is
because to activists saying this before this report
cane out and within the report itself, it is
understood that utility shutoffs and the threats of
evi ctions are concurrent hardshi p experi enced by
t he working class and working poor. Utility
shutoffs are often the precursor to evictions. The
financial stress of one | eading to another.
Conpoundi ng t oget her increases the odds of
I nfections and deat hs beyond the respective
findings from Duke University.

As the noratoriumon both evictions and
utility shutoffs end soon here in Illinois, this
deepening of this crisis has cone sooner than folks
may think. The conclusions filed in this report as
for what is to be done are not new to the

Conmmi ssion or activists advocating for utility
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1| shutoff noratoriuns for some tinme now. This report
2| canme out in January with a price of thousands of

3| pandeni c casualties and hope | ost before it is

4| allowed for the infornation to be conpiled in the
S| first place.

6 There's no dispute now, the astoundingly

7| clear conclusion: If you prevent utility shutoffs,
8| you will save lives. Illinois nust take action for
9| its residents and prevent utility shutoffs. Thank
10 | you.

11 CHAIl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI @ Thank you. Ei ghth,

121 M. Marc Grdler -- M. Grdler, are you on?

13 MR. G RDLER  Yeah, |'m here.

14 CHAIl RMOVAN ZALEWSKI:  Great. Pl ease state

151 and spell your nane and then we'll start the tiner.
16 MR, G RDLER. Thank you. M/ nane is Marc

171 Grdler, MAARC GI-RDL-EFR I'mhere as a

18 | nmenmber of the Bl oom ngton-Normal C ub of the

19 | Conmuni st Party. And obviously, I'mhere to ask
20| you to do the right thing for the people of

211 |Ilinois and continue this shutoff noratorium

22 Even though there's help available, it's
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difficult to get under the best of circunstances,
| et alone during a once-in-a-lifetinme gl obal
pandem c like this. | live in Decatur, and even

t hough | receive LI HEAP assistance, | still have
gotten multiple shutoff notifications fromthe city
telling nme that ny water is going to be shut off.
| ' m soneone who's used to dealing with the system
and even | find the way that sone of these

nmeans- based -- neans-testing-based help are given
out. Know ng what you qualify for, and how to get
It, just having a noratorium even, you have to
dance through many hoops to get it.

W're still in the mddle of this pandem c
and getting that help is nore inportant that ever,
yet it's quantifiable that people are not able to
get that help. Over 70 thousand | ess people are
using LIHEAP this year than they were | ast year.
That's, in ny opinion, because it's difficult to
navi gate these different hoops. A way to -- a
better way around this is just to uphold this
norat ori um and keep people's power on because we

are still in a global pandem c.
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And in Illinois and in Macon County where |
| ive, the nunbers are trendi ng upwards and at the
absolute bare mninmum this noratoriumhas to be
uphel d until we reach herd imunity, and we're only
at 25 percent, so that's far on the hori zon.

Anmeren is profiting, they are still putting
up huge profits, people are suffering at this tine
to do the right thing and hel p peopl e keep these
nmoratoriuns in place. And | would encourage you to
| ook far beyond herd immunity because that's just a
starting point to where people can start to feel
safe and start to rebuild. So cutting people off
at the | egs, whenever they're just starting to get
a foothold on getting their lives back in order is
not only a mstake, it's a cruelty.

So again, please do the right thing and
uphol d this noratorium and al so pl ease consi der
that just because the fact that many peopl e want ed
to speak here today on this issue being so
i nportant, limting public coment because it's an
I nportant issue like this seens counter-intuitive.

| think you should wel cone participation, even if
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It means spending a few extra mnutes in the
nmeeting. Thank you.

CHAIl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI @ Thank you. Next,
M. Allan Max Axelrod. M. Axelrod, are you on?

MR. AXELRCOD: |Indeed. Can you hear ne?

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI : W can hear you. Once
you state and spell your nane, please proceed.

MR. AXELROD: Al right. M nane is Allan
Max Axelrod, A-L-L-A-N, MA- X, AX-E-L-ROD. I'm
t he canpaign | ead of No Ameren Shutoffs, a
zero-dol lar all-vol unteer grassroots group,
spanning the state north and south, east and west.
There is no financial interest for what we are
doing. W are trying to protect our nost
vul nerabl e people, the fol ks that policynmakers
often forget.

To Aneren Illinois, by contrast, in quarter
two of 2020, had a 30 percent -- a 36 percent
i ncrease in their profits per share relative to
2019. In quarter three, when they only had one
week of utility shutoffs, they matched their

profits per share of the previous year. |n quarter
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four when they were again banned fromutility
shutoffs, they had a four percent increase in their
profits per share.

When we tal k about profits per share, we're
not tal king about a corporation that's struggling
to make ends neet. This is about a corporation
trying to maximze profits over the bodies of our
residents who you all are supposed to be
representing their interests.

Bef ore, we have had conversations about who
t he buck stops with. Before, it's been the buck
stops with Pritzker, and that's absolutely true, no
matter how many tines he gets fact-checked by the
press, he just keeps on going. You' ve told our
callers this information. Citizens Uility Board
has told us this information. But with this plan,
as you propose, the buck quite clearly stops wth
you.

You do not have to do these sorts of things.
You do not have to neekly bargain with utility
corporations, and you have done additional actions

before to advocate on behalf of Illinoians that you
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haven't done today. You can issue a letter
explaining to the utility corporations the massive
|l oss of life that we are |ikely to experience.

We do not, at all, trust these corporations
to abide by the rate-limting of the disconnections
that occur. They aren't even followi ng the rules
now, how can we trust themlater? Please do the
right thing. Thank you.

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Thank you. Next, Kyle
Auer. Are you there?

MR. AUER: Yeah. Yeah. |[|'m here.

CHAl R\MOVAN ZALEWSKI : Hi, M. Auer. Please
state and spell your nanme and then you may proceed.

MR. AUER  Yeah. It's Kyle Auer, K-Y-L-E,
A-UE-R GOkay. So thank you for having ne today.
| am again, Kyle Auer. |'mpart of the Illinois
People's Action. So the Washi ngton Post had a
journalist sent to Peoria, Illinois, due to the
extent of the inpact of the noratoriumand the
utility shutoffs. But the Social Service Ofices
didn't even know t he people who had been shut off,

whi ch neans there's a distinct |ack of
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accountability and transparency here of all of
t hese conpani es because clearly, that nmeans that
there could have been several hundreds of hones
that coul d have been inpacted by this shutoff, and
they weren't getting the visibility that they
needed for the clear problemthat's going on in
this state.

And Aneren has had a 36 percent increase in
profits per share at the start of the pandemc
| ockdown, and with requirenents of restore utility
servi ces, suspend disconnections, and at the cost
of Illinois'" enploynent crisis. |In quarter two of
2020 of Aneren's Features of the Line, "Yesterday
we announced second quarter 2020 earnings of 98
cents per share conpared to 72 cents per share
earned in 2019. W nmatched profits per share in
quarter three of 2019 to quarter three of 2020,
shutoffs started in the |ast week of this quarter.
Four percent increase in profits per share from
quarter four 2019 to quarter four 2020. Mbst
shut of fs happened during this tinme span.”

That's all | have. 1'mgoing to relieve the
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rest of my time. Thank you very nuch.

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Thank you, M. Auer.
Next, Kenneth Crowe. M. Crowe, are you on?

MR CROANE: |'mon the phone.

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Great. Please state
and spell your nanme, then you can proceed.

MR. CRONE: My nane is Kenneth Crowe, that
s, KEENNNE-T-HL CROWE, but | go by Kenny.
Let nme know when ny tine starts.

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI @ Your tine has start ed.

MR CROMNE: | would like to ask the
governnent of Illinois to please stop wagi ng wars
on the poor people of IIlinois.

There are people all over the state that have
| ost jobs or had hours cut due to a pandem c that
Is no fault of their owm. And we have people in
I1linois that work jobs all the tinme and pay their
way, but they're unable to do so lately because of
st atew de shutdowns and stay-at-honme orders that
are at no fault of their own and they have,
unwi | Iingly, fallen behind on paynents.

And there's a -- | want you to think of the
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peopl e who are scared and worried about utility
shutoffs on the horizon, while they try to get back
to work, as safely as they can, hopeful that they
can keep utilities paid so they can stay clean for
wor k, have heat at night, care for their kids and
their famlies, and they're going through all these
enotions while all these things are happening
around themthat is out of their control.

Distress and the nental strain on themis
sonething that a |lot of people, perhaps such as
yourself, do not quite understand. Now Il live in
Pana. We've had about 50 shutoffs here and about
180, to 190 in Christian County. Twenty percent of
Pana's people here |ive below the poverty line
since the last census. Places like this get
overl ooked by big cities, often, but we're
essential, too. Qur econony has fallen away from
us, which causes | ow incone in these areas.

Peopl e here work and pay taxes and they
expect to get sonething for it. Now we get nothing
conpared to what we're paying taxes for. The greed

of the governnent, the overtaxation, the |ack of
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soci al resources, and | arge conpani es being treated
as nore inportant than the people has got to stop.

So | do ask the people, people such as
yourself in Illinois, to stop wagi ng wars on poor
peopl e and puni shing people for sonething that is
not their fault. | ask for serious action to be
taken for the safety of Illinois' people and their
basic utility needs because the governnent of
I1linois is not doing that. And |I'm speaking for
the Christian County DSA. Thank you for the tine.

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI @ Thank you. Next,
Ms. Lena Wal ker.

M5. WALKER: Hi. Yes. Can you hear ne?

CHAl RAMOVAN ZALEWSKI : W can hear you.

M5. WALKER: Ckay. Thank you. M nane is
Lena WAl ker, spelled L-E-NA WA-L-K-E-R

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  You nmy proceed,
Ms. Wl ker.

M5. WALKER: Thank you. [|'ma nenber of the
G aduat e Enpl oyees Organi zation, Local 6300 at
University of Illinois. | also wrk as a teaching

assistant at the U of |I. Many of ny students have
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returned to live with their famlies in order to
provi de additional financial and donestic support
during this tinme of econom c hardship. Sone of

t hese students have trouble accessing reliable WFi
or even a working conputer either because the power
In their house has been shutoff or their famly is
trying to cut back on electricity to prevent
shutof f s.

As their instructor, | see firsthand how nuch
their work-in-progress are suffering because of
this. As you can possibly see, ny power is
currently off right now, thankfully for
mai nt enance, but |, right now, have to walk down to
the library, charge ny phone, conme back to ny
apartnent, use the external battery pack to try and
get ny work done and reduce ny exposure to others.
It's extrenely disruptive. W're nowin the
m dterm of the spring senester, which is a tine
when many students on canpus are getting --

THE COURT REPORTER: Excuse ne. | can't hear
you.

CHAIl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI @ Ms. Wal ker, you cut
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out .

M5. WALKER: -- coursework. | know, sorry.
| had a -- | was getting a phone call.

A lot of students are going to find
t hensel ves hel d back another senmester or possibly
even a year because they're unable to conplete
their coursework or graduate w thout the academ c
standi ng they' ve worked so hard to achi eve.

As graduate students, we're fortunate to have
the protection of our union, which can bargain
collectively with the university to ensure viable
wor ki ng conditions. Undergraduates have no such
protection. And it's up to all of us to ensure
t hat the young peopl e have the support that they
need and are held back as little as possible by the
chal | enges of the pandemc. W need to treat
peopl e's hones |ike public education institutions
because right now they are operating as such.

Wul d we shutoff power to an el enentary
school or to the Uof |I? Protection of utility
access is inperative because it's inhumane to deny

peopl e basic services in the mddle of a health and
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econom c crisis. Keep the noratoriumon shutoffs
and enforce it, at least until the end of the
school year, and ideally, until an adequate
recovery fromour current crisis has been achi eved.
Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Thank you. Next,
M. Drake Materre.

MR. MATERRE: M nane is Drake Materre,
DDRA-K-E, MA-T-EEFRRE and I'mthe senior
proj ect manager of Natural Path Nutrition,
| ncorporated. You all switched -- in order to
extend the noratoriumor to stop utility shutoffs,
you added water to LI HEAP.

There's a termcalled structural violence.
Structural violence anal yzes the structural
arrangenents that create violence and harm
Cobvi ously, not extending the noratoriumon utility
shutoffs is structural violence, so you all are
creating violence, and commtting violence, acts of
vi ol ence on the people. And just like that white
man did in Atlanta, in Georgia.

When we tal k about structural violence and we
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tal ked about the | ack of access or the inadequate
access to the resources, it is not intuitive for
water utility -- for water utilities to be added to
LI HEAP wi t hout a direct or an adequate form of
communi cation to the people. So you are actively
participating in that structural violence and the
har m agai nst the peopl e.

Qovi ously, we are asking you to do what's
right and stand by the people and extend the
nmoratoriumon all utility shutoffs because again,
peopl e can go unhoused even w t hout being evicted,
wth -- even without evictions. | believe you all
know what's right, maybe. | don't know. But think
about the structural violence that's at play here,
t hi nk about the structural arrangenents, and think
about how we can adequately relay the information
to the people to ensure that they are actively
getting the resources that are needed. Thank you.

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Thank you. Rita
Conery. Ms. Conery, are you there? Doing a quick
search. Last call for Rita Conery?

(No verbal response.)
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CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Okay. Next is Benjanmin
Geor ge Theobal d.

MR THEOBALD: H . Hello, Can you hear ne?

CHAIl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI : W can hear you.

MR THEOBALD:. H . M nane is Benjan n
George Theobald, B-E-N-J-A-M1-N, George is ny

m ddl e name, GE-OR GE, and ny last nane is

Theobald, T-HE-OB-A-L-D. And | -- yes, |I'm
speaki ng on behalf of -- or as a nenber of
Chanpai gn- Urbana DSA. | reside in U bana,
I1'linois.

| ' m aski ng that you pl ease extend the
noratoriumon utility shutoff. Unfortunately,
peopl e have still been getting their utilities,
their water shut off. | spoke to a young nother a
few nont hs ago who had her water shutoff. She,
unfortunately, lost her job and her hours were cut
back and this was a young nother with a two -- a
one-year-old and a two-year-old and | believe she
was pregnant w th anot her baby on the way. And she
didn't have water and she couldn't -- and she was

forced to live wth anot her woman who,
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unfortunately, had COvVID.

So as you can imagine, their situation was
very dire, and it was -- and unfortunately, with
prograns |i ke LI HEAP, they are not year round and
they also don't offer assistance wth things Iike
water, which | don't understand. Wy do you have
prograns that don't offer assistance for -- you
of fer assistance for utilities |ike electricity,
but not water, which we desperately need in a
pandem c, so | ask you to please extend this
noratori um put people over profits, and as Martin
Lut her King, Jr. Once said, "The tine is always
right to do what is right." | yield the rest of ny
time. Thank you very nuch.

THE COURT: Thank you. Finally, M. Jessica
Mot si nger.

M5. MOTSI NGER Hel | o.

THE COURT: H, Ms. Motsinger. You -- if you
could state and spell your nane and then we'l]|
start the cl ock.

M5. MOTSINGER Yes. M nane is Jessica

Motsinger and | amw th Indivisible Metro East and
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down here, 12 mles East of Saint Louis, so
southern Il1inois.

" masking that you all continue with the
noratoriumat least until the House Bill 2877, the
Rent and Utility Relief Bill gets enacted. This
House Bill not only offers tenporary relief to
IIlinois citizens that are in nost need, but
appropriate, thus ensuring that the federal funds
go directly to relieve any costs or debts that the
utilities mght take on.

These utilities, as have been spoken earlier,
are not hurting. They're in no way hurting under
the current situation, in the current noratorium
so | don't anticipate that they would incur any
nmore harmor pain if you guys continue. Sorry, |
have a cat noving around ny conputer. Wth this
bill that ensures, also, that there is no cost at
all to the State of Illinois, no fiscal
responsi bility being taken on by the state.

W also need to realize that the shutoffs not
only cause undue nental health burdens, but also

cause a direct cascade of consequences for the nost
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needy and vul nerable of our citizens. Sone of

t hese consequences could be costly, whether it's
our nedications that go bad because we don't have
refrigeration, or it could be a nother that can't
bat he her child or have electric, thus not having a
sui t abl e hone.

This causes a lot of things and it helps --
and it causes a |l ot of burdens fromveterans that |
know, reservists, disabled, honebound, the ganbit
goes on. There is nore benefit to hel pi ng our
citizens than there is any kind of cost to any
utility out there. So please extend the
noratorium allow House Bill 2877 to get passed.
Thank you very much for your tine.

CHAl RAMOVAN ZALEWSKI @ Thank you. Okay. This
concl udes our requests to speak, so we are going to
nove forward on our agenda.

W're going to nove onto our public
utilities agenda.

There are edits to the February
18t h, 2021, Regular Open Meeting Mnutes. Are

there any objections to approving the mnutes as

Bridges Court Reporting Page: 34



Regular Open Meeting - Public Utilites I1linois Commerce Commission Regular Open Meeting

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

edi ted?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI @ Heari ng none, the
m nut es are approved.

Under our electric itens, ItemEl
concerns MdAnerican's filing to make LED |ights
t he new conpany standard for area lighting. The
Conmm ssion staff reviewed the filing and
recommended not suspending it. Are there any
obj ections to not suspending the filing?

(No verbal response.)

CHAl RAMOMAN ZALEWSKI :  Heari ng none, the
filing is not suspended.

|tem E2 concerns an amendnent to 83 |11,
Adm Code 305 to incorporate the nost recent
edition of the national electrical safety code,
whi ch i1 ncl udes changes concerni ng under gr ound
cabl e, groundi ng requirenents, die insul ator
pl acenent rul es, and grades of construction
application rules. The order initiates a
rul e-maki ng to acconplish this anmendnent and

aut hori ze the commencenent of the first notice

Bridges Court Reporting Page: 35



Regular Open Meeting - Public Utilites I1linois Commerce Commission Regular Open Meeting

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

period for the rule-making. Are there any
obj ections to approving the order?
(No verbal response.)

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Heari ng none, the order
I S approved.

|tem E3 concerns a petition to reopen Docket
19- 0995, which is an approval of the IIlinois Power
Agency's long-termrenewabl e resource procurenent
plan. The | PA requests that this docket be
reopened and approve certain nodification to the
| PA's revised LTRRPP, necessitated by the COVID 19
gl obal health pandem c.

Because renewabl e energy credits, or RECs,
delivery contracts provide paynents only once
systens are energi zed, project energization del ays,
resulting fromthe pandem c, have aggressively
shifted projected Renewable Portfolio Standard
budget expenses chronologically forward into future
del ivery years.

The | PA seeks Conmi ssi on approval of
nodi fications to the revised plan, adopting a

governing reginen to address a reduction in
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expenses across various categories of expenditures
under the RPS. Are there any objections to
granting the petition?

(No verbal response.)

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI @ Heari ng none, the
petition is granted.

|tem E4 concerns Ameren's reconciliation of
revenues coll ected under power procurenent riders
for the period of June 1st, 2018 through May 31st
of 2019. The order approves the reconciliation as
reflected in the appendix to the order, finding
that the costs were prudently incurred. Are there
any objections to approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI @ Heari ng none, the order
I S approved.

Itenms E5 through E7 concern petitions for
confidential treatnent of petitioner's reports.
The orders grant the protection, finding that the
I nformation to be proprietary and confidential.
Are there any objections to considering these itens

t oget her and approving the orders?
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(No verbal response.)

Heari ng none, the orders are approved.

|tem E8 concerns Aneren's petition to
initiate review of R der PTR or Peak Ti me Rebate.
The petition requests that the Conm ssion eval uate
whet her residential custoners receive any net
benefits under the Peak Tinme Rewards program under
Rider PTR Aneren, Staff and CUB created a
consensus report nenorializing the suggested course
of action regarding the continuation of Aneren's
Peak Ti ne Rewards program

According to the consensus report, Anmeren
began bidding it's program participation in the
M SO Capacity Auction for programyear June 2016 to
May 2017. Wth respect to participation and
rebates for program year June 2020 to May 2021,
there are 123,010 participants in the programand a
total of $40,769 in rebates paid to custoners.

The order allows Aneren to continue its peak
time rewards program under the R der PTR through
May of 2023, and incorporate appropriate

nodi fi cations pursuant to M SO s approved changes
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to notice tinmes and nunber of event hours. The
Commi ssion further orders that Ameren file tariff
nodi fications under its prior PTR peak tine rewards
program prior to the forthcomng M SO changes. Are
there any objections to approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAl RAOMAN ZALEWSKI :  Hearing none, the order
I S approved.

Itens E9 through E11 concern citations for
failure to file Conpliance Recertification Reports
as required by Part 454 of the Conm ssion rules.
Respondents failed to appear at the hearings and
did not file exceptions to the proposed orders.

The orders suspend Respondent's Certificate of
Service Authority to operate as agents, brokers and
consultants. Are there any objections to
consi dering these itens together and approving the
orders?

(No verbal response.)

CHAl RAOMAN ZALEWSKI :  Heari ng none, the
orders are approved.

|tem E12 concerns Docket 20-0822, which is a
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conpl ai nt agai nst | novateus Sol ar regarding
I nproperly installed distributed generation
projects. The conplainants filed a notion to
voluntarily dismss the conplaint wthout
prejudice. Are there any objection to granting the
notion to di sm ss?
(No verbal response.)

CHAl RAMOMAN ZALEWSKI : Heari ng none, the
notion to dismss is granted.

|tem E13 concerns an application for
Certificate of Service Authority to install,
mai ntain, or repair electric vehicle charging
stations. The order grants the certificate,
finding that the Applicant neet their requirenents.
Are there any objections to approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI @ Heari ng none, the
order's approved.

|tem E14 concerns ConkEd's proposed revision
to Rider NS, or non-standard services and
facilities regarding the treatnent of the

repl acenent costs of an automatic throw over switch
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at the end of its useful life. |In Decenber of
2020, the Conm ssion suspended the proposed
revisions until April 11th of 2021 pending the
Conmi ssion review. This order extends the period
of suspension until October 11th of 2021. Are
there any objections to approving the re-suspension
order?
(No verbal response.)

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Heari ng none, the order
I S approved.

| tem E15 concerns an application for
Certificate of Service Authority to operate as an
alternative electric supplier and requests for
confidential treatnent of certain information
contained in the application and attachnents for a
period of not |less than five years. The order
grants the certificate and affords confidenti al
treatnment of the requested information. Are there
any objections to approving the order?

(No verbal response.)
CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Heari ng none, the order

I S approved.
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ltem E16 concerns ConkEd's verified petition
for special permssion to file and put into effect
on |l ess than 45 days' notice, revision to Rider
Retail Custoner, or Rider RCA. R der RCA
aut hori zes Contkd to collect a Renewabl e Energy
Resources and Coal Technol ogy Devel opnent
Assi stance Charge. ConEd proposes to extend the
expiration date of the charge from Decenber the
31st of 2020, to Decenber 31st of 2021, in order to
reflect its continued obligation to collect this
charge through Decenber 31st of 2021. Are there
any objections to granting the special perm ssion?

(No verbal response.)

CHAl RAOMAN ZALEWSKI :  Heari ng none, the
speci al perm ssion is granted.

|tem E17 concerns an application for
certification to install energy efficiency neasures
in lllinois. The order denies the certificate,
finding that the Applicant did not neet the
requirenments by failing to file proper Certificate
of I nsurance. Are there any objections to

approving the order?
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1 (No verbal response.)

2 CHAl RAOMAN ZALEWSKI :  Hearing none, the order
3| is approved.

4 |tenms E18 t hrough E20 concern

S| petitions to cancel Certificates of Service

6| Authority to install energy efficiency neasures.

7| The order cancels the certificates. Are there any
8| objections to considering these itens together and
9| approving the orders?

10 (No verbal response.)

11 CHAl RAMOMAN ZALEWSKI :  Heari ng none, the

12| orders are approved.

13 |tens E21 through E34 concern applications
141 for certification to install energy efficiency

151 neasures in Illinois. The orders grant the

16 | certificates finding that the Applicants neet the
171 requirenents. Are there any objections to

18 | considering these itens together and approving the
19| orders?

20 (No verbal response.)

21 CHAI RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Heari ng none, the

22 | orders are approved.
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Under the gas itens. Item Gl
concerns Aneren's petition to initiate a proceeding
to determ ne the accuracy and prudence of
qualifying infrastructure investnent. The order
approves the reconciliation as reflected in the
appendi x to the order, finding that the costs were
prudently incurred. Are there any objections to
approvi ng the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Heari ng none, the order
I S approved.

ltem & concerns Consuner Gas Conpany's
proposed increase in rates for gas distribution
service. |In Decenber 2020, the Conm ssion
suspended the proposed increase in rates through
April 3rd of 2021. The Comm ssion's investigation
in this matter is not concluded and the order
re-suspends the filing until Cctober 3rd of 2021.
Are there any objections to approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Heari ng none, the order

I S approved.
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Itens G3 through G8, concern requests for
proprietary treatnment of information in the
Petitioner's reports. The orders grant for
protection, finding that the information is highly
proprietary and confidential. Are there any
obj ections to considering these itens together and
approving the orders?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI @ Heari ng none, the
orders are approved.

Under the tel ecomunications itens, ItemT1
concerns Grafton's application for designation as
an eligible tel ecomunications carrier for the sole
pur pose of qualifying for lifeline support only.
The order grants the request, finding that G afton
has sufficiently denonstrated that it satisfies the
federal and state requirenents for designation as
an ETC for the limted purpose of receiving federal
uni versal service lifeline support. The order also
grants confidential treatnent of sone of the
information in the application. Are there any

obj ections to approving the order?
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(No verbal response.)

CHAl RAOMAN ZALEWSKI :  Hearing none, the order
| S approved.

Item T2 concerns an application for a
certificate of interexchange service authority to
provide facilities based interexchange
t el ecommuni cati ons services, a certificate of
service authority to provide re-sold | ocal and
| nt erexchange services, and a certificate of
exchange service authority to provide facilities
based | ocal tel ecomunication services. The order
grants the certificates, finding that the Applicant
neets the requirenents. Are there any objection to
approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Heari ng none, the order
I S approved.

Item T3 concerns a request to cancel
certificates of service authority to provide
t el ecommuni cati on services. The order cancels the
certificate, finding that the cancellation wll not

deprive any Illinois custoners of necessary
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t el ecommuni cati ons service and is not otherw se
contrary to the public interest. Are there any
obj ections to approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Heari ng none, the order
I S approved.

Itenms T4 through T15 concern requests for
proprietary treatnment of information in the
petitioner's annual reports. The orders grant the
protection, finding that the information is highly
proprietary and confidential. Are there any
obj ections to considering these itens together and
approving the orders?

(No verbal response.)

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI @ Heari ng none, the
orders are approved.

Under our water and sewer itens,
Item WL concerns Illinois Arerica's application for
a Certificate of Public Conveni ence and Necessity
to provide water service to a certain area in Logan
County. The order grants the application, finding

that the service to the proposed area i s necessary
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1] to provide adequate, reliable, and efficient

2| service, and is the | east cost nmeans of satisfying
3| the service needs of the custoners. Are there any
4| objections to approving the order?

S (No verbal response.)

6 CHAl RAOMAN ZALEWSKI :  Hearing none, the order
71 1s approved.

8 Under our mi scellaneous itens, Item
9| ML concerns Staff's petition to reopen Docket

10 | 20-0309, which is a noratoriumon disconnection of
11| utility services during the public health

12| energency. As it becanme clear that the Public

13| Health Energency woul d extend past March 31st of
141 2021, and the utility custoners woul d agai n be

15| subject to service disconnection for non-paynent,
16 | the parties to this docket net to determ ne what

17| steps could be agreed to mtigate the effect of

18 | custoners' disconnection in light of the fact that
191 many custoners have accunul ated substanti al

20 | arrearages during the winter noratorium

21 These di scussions resulted in the parties

22 | agreeing to two stipulations:
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First, the large electric and gas utilities
stipulation and |large water and sewer utilities
stipulation. On March 15th of 2021, Staff
petitioned the Comm ssion to reopen this docket and
adopt both stipulations. Anbng other provisions,
the stipulation specified that utilities may send
di sconnection notices on a staggered basis starting
April 1st of 2021. Such notices nust contain
I nformation regardi ng how to obtain avail abl e
payment assi stance.

Di sconnections will take place on a staggered
schedule. It will begin with residential custoners
havi ng the hi ghest arrearages who have failed to
make paynent, or seek a deferred paynent
arrangenent. UWilities will waive reconnection
fees for lowincone custoners and reconnect these
custoners whose incone is 300 percent or |less than
the federal poverty |evel based upon paynent of 25
percent of the outstandi ng bal ance, which nmay be
paid with custoner assistant funds and with the
remai nder of the arrearage incorporated into a

deferred paynent arrangenent.
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The utilities will also nake additional bill
paynment assistant funds avail abl e through exi sting
bill paynent assistant prograns created by prior
stipulations at |levels and terns described in the
stipulations. The order reopens the docket and
adopts both the stipulations. Are there any
obj ections to approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Heari ng none, the order
I S approved.

| just want to commend all the parties,
again, for comng together to agree on these
| nportant neasures to ensure additional protections
to the consuners are in place. | would continue to
rem nd sone custoners who receive a disconnection
notice that they nust call their utility to enroll
in a DPA. And then, also as rem nder, we do have a
consuner services division. There's information of
how to contact the Consuner Services Division on
our website at "icc.online.gov" and the nunber
again is (800) 524-0795.

There are no petitions for
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rehearing under other business.

|tem OL concerns approval of
bat ches, contracts, and confirmati ons under the
|1 1inois Adjustable Block Program Are there any
obj ections to approving the program adm nistrator's
subm ssi ons?

(No verbal response.)

CHAl RAMOMAN ZALEWSKI : Heari ng none, the
subm ssi ons are approved.

Item O2 concerns March 2021 solicitation of
bids to sell renewable energy credits from new
utility-scale wnd projects to Aneren, Contd, and
M dAnerican. Are there any objections to approving
the Procurenent Admi nistrator's recomendati on on
sel ection of w nning bids?

(No verbal response.)

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI @ Heari ng none, the
reconmendati on i s approved.

ltem O3 concerns April of 2021, association
of bids to sell standard energy products to Aneren,
Contd, and M dAnerican. Are there any objections

to approving the Procurenent Adm nistrator's
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benchmar k net hodol ogy?
(No verbal response.)

CHAIl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI @ Heari ng none, the
nmet hodol ogy i s approved.

Item O4 concerns April of 2021 solicitations
to bids to sell zonal resource credits to Ameren.
Are there any objections to approving the
Procurenent Adm nistrator's benchmark nethodol ogy?

(No verbal response.)

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI @ Heari ng none, the
nmet hodol ogy i s approved.

|tem O concerns approval of batches,
contracts and confirmations under the Illinois
Solar for Al program Are there any objections to
approving the Program Adm nistrator's subm ssi ons?

(No verbal response.)

CHAl RMOVAN ZALEWBKI @ Heari ng none, the
subm ssi ons are approved.

Thi s concludes our public utilities
agenda.
Judge Teague- Ki ngsl ey, do we have

any other matters to conme before the Conm ssion
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t oday?

JUDGE TEAGUE- KI NGSLEY: No, Madam Chai r nan,
but I had a quick question. | wanted to clarify
that for 20-0309, the vote was to approve the
petition to reopen and the order?

CHAI R\MOVAN ZALEWSKI : Yes. That's correct.

JUDGE TEAGUE- KI NGSLEY: Ckay. Thank you.

CHAI RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Thank you for
clarifying.

JUDGE TEAGUE- KI NGSLEY: Not hi ng further.

CHAl RAMOMVAN ZALEWSKI : Thank you. Do any
conm ssi oners have any ot her business to discuss?

M5. OLIVA: Yes. Chairman Zalewski, this is
Comm ssioner Oiva, for the record. | have sone
news to share. Last night, | infornmed the
Governor's O fice, Chair Zal ewski, and ny
col | eagues on the Conm ssion of ny intent to resign
ef fective March 31st, 2021.

It has been the opportunity of a lifetinme to

serve the people of the State of Illinois as the
first Latina conmm ssioner on the Illinois Comerce
Commission. | truly appreciate the tine | spent in
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this role and working with the incredibly tal ented,
har dwor ki ng, and know edgeable I1linois Conmerce
Comm ssion staff. | have |l earned so nmuch from each
of ny Conmm ssi on col | eagues, worki ng al ongsi de

t hem

From Chai rman Zal ewski, | |earned about grit,
determ nati on, and perseverance | eadi ng through
very difficult tines.

From Conm ssioner Kinbrel, | |earned about
t hought ful ness in how considerate you are about our
I ncredi ble staff and each of us, checking in on us
all the tine.

Comm ssioner Carrigan, | will be in eternal
awe of your wi sdom and incredible | egacy in the
State of Illinois. And so thankful for your sage
advi ce.

Conmi ssi oner Bocanegra, you are a superwoman
and | think you have superwonman powers w th your
hi gh energy and ability to grasp techni cal
accounting issues with such ease. | don't know
when you sleep and | will so mss your early

norning e-mails at 5:00 a.m Saying, "Take a | ook
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at ny edits."

Serving in tw adm nistrations has been a
tremendous honor. And | thank Governor Pritzker
and his teamfor their |eadership during an
I ncredi bly challenging year. | also want to thank
former Governor Bruce Rauner for appointing nme to
this role and to the Illinois Senate for their
confirmation.

To everyone | have worked with al ong the way,
fromny talented advisors, Azeema, Janel, Gerardo,
and Kealie and ny intern Haley, to industry
| eaders from both the consuner advocate and utility
sides, | thank you for teaching ne so nuch and
hel pi ng ne do ny work as a comm ssi oner.

Thi s decision marks the end of ny 20-plus
years in public service. Effectuating Illinois'
energy policy and ensuring citizens have a safe,
reliable, and affordable utility service has been
an amazi ng experience and one that | will forever
be grateful for. |1'mso proud to have been a part
of the nationally recognized work the Comm ssi on

has done to increase supplier diversity in the
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energy and transportation sectors.

| wish the | CC Chair and conm ssi oners
conti nued success going forward. This is ny public
goodbye for now, but it's definitely not lights
out. Thank you.

CHAl RWOMAN ZALEWSKI ;@ Thank you,

Conmmi ssioner. | would just like to personally

t hank you for your years of service, both at the
Comm ssion and at the state. You are a trail bl azer
I n many ways of particularly on supplier diversity
| ssues, both for the State of Illinois and on a
nati onal |level, so we thank you for that. You did
great work here, and in your other roles, and we

wi sh you the best in future endeavors. So thank
you.

M5. BOCANEGRA: Chair Zalewski, this is
Commi ssi oner Bocanegra. | also have a few renarks
follow ng yours. So | prepared sone remarks
sonewhat unexpectedly. So I'd like to share sone
wonder ful remarks about Conm ssioner Oiva before
she departs.

Wiile | did not get the chance to work with
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Comm ssioner Aiva as long as | would have |iked, |
woul d be rem ss to not acknow edge the type of
col | eague and friend Comm ssioner Oiva has been.

Al t hough we had been in nmutual professional circles
for sonme tine, | did not actually get the chance to
know Conm ssioner Aiva until shortly before ny
arrival at the Comm ssion. | found soneone who
knew soneone who knew soneone who gave ne her
contact information as | was looking to learn nore
about the role.

Sadzi was nore than wlling to be hel pful and
descri be the inportant work of the Illinois
Comer ce Conmi ssion, sitting dowmn wth ne over
coffee. Her passion and ent husi asm was
| nst ant aneousl y recogni zabl e, but al so inspiring.
And after com ng on to the Comm ssion, Conm ssioner
Adiva continued that spirit and that commtnent to
camar aderi e and was intentional in hel ping ne
navigate ny first NARUC summ t, introducing ne
wher e needed and maki ng suggestions as to what
sessions to attend so that | could | earn as nuch as

possi bl e.
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Comm ssioner Oiva is recognized and
respected by her peers both locally and nationally.
Her dedication to public service has certainly been
exenplified through her nunerous appoi nt nents,

I ncluding the Electric Power Research Institute
Advi sory Council, the Financial Research Institute
Advi sory Board, the Gas Technol ogy Institute

Advi sory Commttee, the National Utilities
Diversity Council Board of Directors, Vice
President for the Md-Anerica Regul atory
Conference, and of course, the previous service as
the Illinois representative for the Organi zati on of
M SO States, OVS Board of Directors.

Comm ssioner Aiva al so represented both
I11inois and NARUC in her international
contribution to the power sector and conmuni cations
arena, assisting Panama on renewabl e energy
I ntegration and smart grids, and on stakehol der
engagenent and conmuni cation in | ndonesi a.

Conmmi ssioner Aiva's contributions to the
utility and regul atory space are aspirational and

commendat ory, indeed. But aside from her
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acconpl i shments, Comm ssioner Oiva has been a
great coll eague, a good nentor, and a good friend,
whet her it was encouragi ng nyself and her

co-conmm ssioners to dig deep into regulatory issues
or to pursue topics of interest that contribute to
the Ill1inois Comrerce Comm ssion's national
presence, or whether it was she and | exchangi ng

| nportant tips on skincare and hair routine.

You have always | ed by exanple and with the
hi ghest ethics and integrity. | thank you for your
public service and you wll be m ssed. Thanks.

MR. CARRI GAN: Chairman, this is Comm ssioner
M chael Carrigan. |If | could, I'd like to nmake a
few comrent s.

CHAl RAWOMVAN ZALEWSKI @ OF cour se.

MR. CARRI GAN: Well, thank you. Conm ssioner
Aiva, as you and | talked this norning by phone, |
received this news |ast night after dinner. |
di sclosed to you in our call today that you blew up
my tinme that was being spent on filling out ny NCAA
brackets. You took ne totally out of sync on that

wth this surprise.
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But echoing the comments of those that have
al ready spoke, you're acconplished, you're known at
a national level, a Mdwest |evel, and of course,
at the Illinois ICC. You've always taken your
responsibilities very seriously. As | told you
this norning by phone, | wish you the very, very
best going forward with your new career and hope
that we can stay in touch. Thank you for your tine
at the I CC and thank you for your two decades of

public service. Well done.

MR KIMBREL: Madam Chair, I'll round this
up. Commissioner Aiva, I'mstill in shock. |'m
In total shock. | think we're all very excited for

you. W don't know what your next chapter is, but
extrenely excited for you. You are extrenely
t houghtful and kind. | appreciate what you said,
but I amin no way as kind and thoughtful as you
are. But | do appreciate that comment.

| also want to say that | had real anxiety
because, you know, you've given us two weeks and |
just knew -- we've got to get you sone wne. So

that was -- that is on ny mnd, what to get you.
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But it has been great working with you. You've
brought real balance to this Conm ssion and | think
we are all grateful to have spent the tine with you
while you were here. So thank you and | | ook
forward to hearing about your next chapter and
staying in contact wth you.

CHAI RMOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Thank you. And then
just noving on to sone sad news.

It's wiwth a heavy heart | wanted to
acknow edge the passing of Kevin Hecker, a
| ong-ti ne Conm ssion enpl oyee who passed away
earlier this week after a | ong battl e agai nst
cancer .

Kevin started at the Comm ssion in February
of 2009. He started his career in the Comm ssion's
consuner service division as a consuner counsel or.
In May of 2013, he noved to the pipeline safety
division. He was a proud father of three kids: one
son, Collen; and two daughters, Caitlyn and Keely.
Kevin deeply loved his fam |y and our thoughts and
prayers go out to them

Kevin wll be renenbered for the energy and
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1] passion that he brought to his job. He was al ways
2 willing to take on difficult tasks and woul d never
3| fail to offer aid. Kevin's manner allowed himto
4| make friends and his loyalty allowed himto keep

S| them H's day would start with a genui ne good

6 norning and end with a genuine farewell. W are

7| touched by the outpouring of condol ences by those

81 in the industry that worked with him His

91 dedication to the Comm ssion will be renenbered and
10| his loss wll be felt by all of his friends here at
11| the Conmi ssi on.

12 | s there anything el se the Conm ssi oners

13| would like to say?

14 (No verbal response.)

15 CHAl R\MOVAN ZALEWBKI :  Okay. Wth no other

16 | objections, this neeting is adjourned. Thank you.
17 (Wher eupon, the above-entitl ed

18 matter adjourned at 12:42 p.m)

19
20
21

22
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�0001

 01                    BEFORE THE

 02           ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION

 03       PUBLIC UTILITIES REGULAR OPEN MEETING

 04             Thursday, March 18, 2021

 05                Chicago, Illinois

 06  

 07        Met pursuant to notice via videoconference

 08  at 11:30 a.m. at 160 North LaSalle Street, Chicago,

 09  Illinois.

 10  

 11  PRESENT:

 12        CARRIE ZALEWSKI, Chairwoman

              (via Chicago Office)

 13        D. ETHAN KIMBREL, Commissioner

              (via Chicago Office)

 14        SADZI M. OLIVA, Commissioner

              (via videoconference)

 15        MARIA S. BOCANEGRA, Commissioner

              (via videoconference)

 16        MICHAEL T. CARRIGAN, Commissioner

              (via Springfield Office)

 17  

 18  

 19  

 20  

 21  BRIDGES COURT REPORTING

     BY: Michael J. Duffy, CER

 22  Notary Public
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 01        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Under the Open Meetings

 02  Act, and in accordance with the Governor's

 03  executive orders, I call the March 18th, 2021

 04  Regular Open Meeting to order.

 05        Before we proceed, and for clarity of the

 06  record, I would ask everyone to state their name

 07  before speaking and to speak slowly and clearly so

 08  that the Court Reporter can capture everything that

 09  is said.  I checked that we have all commissioners

 10  with us, so we have a quorum.

 11        We have 16 requests to speak and going in the

 12  order received.  First: Eddie Pratt, Jr. Second:

 13  Emiliano Vera.  Third: Diana Burdette.  Fourth:

 14  Anthony Walraven.  Fifth: Beau David Barber.

 15  Sixth: Sarah Blanco.  Seventh: Dat Hoang Luu.

 16  Eighth: Marc Girdler.  Ninth: Allan Max Axelrod.

 17  Tenth: Kyle Auer.  11th: Kenneth Crowe.  12th: Lena

 18  Walker.  13th: Drake Materre.  14th: Rita Conery.

 19  15: Benjamin George, and 16th: Jessica Motsinger

 20        Under 2 Ill. Adm. Code Section 1700.10, any

 21  person desiring to address the Commission shall be

 22  allowed up to three minutes.  Only one person will
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 01  speak on behalf of any organization.  Note that the

 02  Commission will not respond directly to any

 03  comments.

 04        Due to the large number of requests to speak,

 05  each person will be granted two minutes to speak

 06  today.  I would note that any person wishing to

 07  provide further comments may submit a written

 08  comment to the Commission.  The written comments

 09  may be submitted by going to the ICC website,

 10  icc.illinois.gov, go to the e-Docket system, look

 11  for docket number, in this case, 20-0308.  [sic]

 12  And then in the docket there's a "file a comment"

 13  link.

 14        You can also, alternatively, call our

 15  Consumer Services Division and I'm going to read

 16  the number: (800) 524-0795.  And if you call them,

 17  they can help you with the stuff of how to enter a

 18  comment in this docket.

 19                  First, we have Eddie Pratt, Jr. Mr.

 20  Pratt, are you on?

 21        MR. PRATT:  Yes, I'm here.  Can you hear me?

 22        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  We can hear you.
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 01  You'll have two minutes.  My policy advisor, Tanya,

 02  will be starting the clock.  Before you begin.  If

 03  you could please state and spell your name for the

 04  Court Reporter and then we'll start the clock.

 05  Thank you.

 06        MR. PRATT:  Yes.  Eddie Pratt, Jr. That's

 07  spelled E-D-D-I-E, Pratt, P-R-A-T-T, Junior.  I am

 08  a resident of Champaign.  I'm here representing the

 09  CU Human Rights Coalition.  And I just want to say

 10  that I'm thankful that you guys are allowing me to

 11  speak today.

 12        So the situation is a little bleak, even

 13  though that we are starting this rollout, there's a

 14  great bit of people who are still under the poverty

 15  line, and we've seen those numbers increase.  Along

 16  with that, and very much so connected to that,

 17  we've seen levels of violent crime increase, we've

 18  seen suicides increase, and with the moratorium

 19  possibly ending very, very soon, there are a lot of

 20  people who haven't gotten back to normality as far

 21  as their financial situations, even in lieu of this

 22  last stimulus payment that just came through for a
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 01  lot of people.

 02        What I would like to see is this moratorium

 03  extended, maybe even possibly going into May or

 04  even June because people aren't ready yet.  If this

 05  ends now, the trend that we've seen is only going

 06  to, you know, be even worse.  Basically, I mean,

 07  the stats show themselves.  You know, we've all

 08  lived through 2020 and we know what that was like.

 09  And if we hang our people to dry now, things only

 10  stand to get worse.  And I hope that that is

 11  something that you all consider.  Thank you.

 12        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Thank you.  Next,

 13  Emiliano Vera?  Emiliano, are you on?

 14        MR. VERA:  Yes, I am.

 15        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Great.  You have two

 16  minutes.  And again, we'll set the timer.  If you

 17  could first state and then spell your name for the

 18  Court Reporter, then we'll begin the timer.

 19        MR. VERA:  Emiliano Vera, E-M-I-L-I-A-N-O,

 20  V-E-R-A.  All right.  Well, I am definitely, I'm

 21  grateful for the moratorium that was established

 22  previously.  I think that it always should have
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 01  been mandatory, but I am concerned that the

 02  moratorium is not being followed even as it is in

 03  place now.  There is evidence to show that Ameren

 04  has been shutting off at least one person a month

 05  for months now.  And that it was followed by ComEd

 06  in February with the resumption of shutoffs for

 07  non-payable in violation of the moratorium.  And I

 08  think that it is necessary to reinstate a mandatory

 09  shutoff moratorium that is covering the entire

 10  state, all utilities within the state.  Thank you.

 11  I yield the rest of my time.

 12        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Thank you.  Third,

 13  Diana Burdette.  Are you on?

 14        MS. BURDETTE:  Yes, I am.

 15        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Great.

 16        MS. BURDETTE:  My name is Diana Burdette,

 17  D-I-A-N-A, B-U-R-D-E-T-T-E.  I'm representing

 18  Lakefront Democratic Socialists of America out of

 19  Lake County.  The community I specifically live in

 20  is comprised of the working poor of our county.  We

 21  are the housekeepers, the gardeners, the grocery,

 22  gas attendants, dry clean, shopkeepers of the
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 01  ultra-affluent in our community.  Warehouse workers

 02  with little to no regulation, packaging safety

 03  materials for hospital industries.

 04        In essence, we are the essential workers that

 05  were in harm's way when the pandemic struck.  We

 06  were the ones that were not able to shelter in

 07  place and we're the hardest hit with deaths and

 08  disease.  On October 29th, Governor Pritzker

 09  tweeted that by October 1st, cases increased by 151

 10  percent.  Increases in 73 percent hospitalization,

 11  61 percent ICU patients, 53 percent patients on

 12  ventilators, and 82 percent in COVID deaths.  Those

 13  statistics were gathered from communities like

 14  mine, essential worker communities.

 15        And at the same time as COVID destroyed our

 16  communities, so did power shutoffs.  With over

 17  2,000 cases a day, two weeks after shutoff started,

 18  over 3,000 cases a day, three weeks after cases

 19  started, and over 4,000 cases a day a month after

 20  cases started.  It's been clear that though

 21  essential communities that provided bodies to

 22  maintain the working cog of daily life were exalted

�0008

 01  in name and on paper.  In real life, our people are

 02  expendable.

 03        As our communities hit the peak of winter,

 04  our power was shut off and our people are the first

 05  and last to suffer.  Well, platitudes are not

 06  enough, and now we are asking for more.  We are

 07  asking for action.  It is not -- the cold is not

 08  over.  Our children are still at home trying to

 09  learn and we are still essential.  We need to

 10  extend the moratorium.  Thank you.

 11        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Thank you.  Fourth,

 12  Mr. Anthony Walraven?  Mr. Walraven, Are you on?

 13  Mr. Walraven, I'm doing a quick look, and I don't

 14  see you connected to our Webex.  Last check.

 15                  (No verbal response.)

 16        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Okay.  Fifth, Mr. Beau

 17  David Barber.  Mr. Barber, are you on?

 18        MR. BARBER:  Yes, ma'am.

 19        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Okay.  Great.  We'll

 20  set the timer for two minutes.  Please state and

 21  spell your name and then you may begin.

 22        MR. BARBER:  I have one question.  Would it
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 01  be possible for me to share my screen?  I have a

 02  table that I want to show if that's okay.  If not,

 03  that's fine.

 04        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  It's fine except, you

 05  know, what only will be recorded is what is said.

 06  If you want to submit the table, you can submit

 07  via, like what I said at the beginning.  You can

 08  submit by either going to the website or by calling

 09  the number.

 10        MR. BARBER:  Okay.  Sure.  That still works.

 11        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Okay.

 12        MR. BARBER:  I do have one correction,

 13  though, to what you said earlier and I know this

 14  was like an error that -- docket 20 dash -- so

 15  20-0309, not -- 0308, if I'm correct.  I don't know

 16  if that was just some error that was occurring.

 17        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  I'm sorry.  What?  Say

 18  it again?  I just want to confirm.

 19        MR. BARBER:  You said earlier for submitting

 20  the written, people can submit it for the Docket

 21  20-0308.  But it's actually 20-0309.  I remember

 22  getting an e-mail about it when I first got the
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 01  confirmation to speak, it listed 20-0308, but then

 02  they sent an e-mail saying it was 20-0309.

 03  Apologies for that.

 04        JUDGE TEAGUE-KINGSLEY:  Excuse me.  This is

 05  Judge Teague-Kingsley.  Chairman, he's correct.

 06  The docket number should be 20-0309.

 07        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Okay.  Thank you.

 08  Thank you for the correction.

 09        MR. BARBER:  No, worries.  I just wanted to

 10  make sure that was clear.

 11        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Thank you.

 12        MR. BARBER:  So, may I proceed?

 13        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Yeah.  Let's -- Tanya

 14  are you going to put the timer up?

 15        THE COURT REPORTER:  We can only share once.

 16  I cannot share a screen and have another person

 17  share a screen.

 18        MR. BARBER:  That's fine.  I'm not going to

 19  share my screen.  Apologies for that confusion.

 20  I'll submit the rest of my -- well, I can submit

 21  the rest of my stuff as written comments if that's

 22  allowed.  Thank you.
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 01                  So my name is Beau David Barber.

 02  That is B-E-A-U, D-A-V-I-D, and then B-A-R-B-E-R.

 03  I am a precinct committee person for Champaign

 04  County Democratic Party representing Ogden 1

 05  Precinct.

 06        So I've looked at this docket very closely

 07  and I've been tracking all of the data that comes

 08  out of it, and I built a table that I can submit as

 09  written comments as well, that details shut off by

 10  ZIP code, town, county, and Illinois Department of

 11  Public Health Region.  And one thing that I, you

 12  know, been noticed so is, you know, through these,

 13  is looking at not the disparities based on

 14  location, but also disparities based on racial

 15  demographics.

 16        So for instance, and I confirmed this, along

 17  with the report that chicagobusiness.com had put

 18  out, about 1 in 25 ComEd customers in certain ZIP

 19  codes, primarily black communities, having their

 20  utilities disconnected.  So for the ZIP code 60621,

 21  which comprises mostly the Englewood -- comprises

 22  mostly of the Englewood community.  At that time,
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 01  from September to October, they had 699 shutoffs,

 02  which represented about 5.5 percent of the

 03  customers of ComEd in there, in that community.

 04        As of November, that is now -- that is now

 05  740 total.  So that's 5.81 percent.  There's many

 06  other communities like that, that they list in

 07  there, but for the, you know, for the brevity that

 08  I've been given, I will note that this and many

 09  other communities listed in there comprise of over

 10  60 or over 70 percent non-white residents.  And of

 11  the ZIP codes 60621, 60827, 60409, they all have

 12  over three percent of their customers, from

 13  September through November, disconnected by ComEd.

 14  And these communities are over 70 percent non-white

 15  according to the American Community Survey.

 16        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Sorry, you are out of

 17  time.

 18        MR. BARBER:  I apologize.  Thank you.

 19        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Thank you.  And again,

 20  feel free to submit your -- any other comments, or

 21  the table.  Thank you.

 22        MR. BARBER:  Thank you.
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 01        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  All right.  Six is

 02  Ms. Sarah Blanco?  Ms. Blanco are you on?

 03        MS. BLANCO:  Yes.

 04        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Great.  Please state

 05  and spell your name and then we will start the

 06  timer.

 07        MS. BLANCO:  My name is Sarah Blanco, That's

 08  S-A-R-A-H, B-L-A-N-C-O.  And I am representing the

 09  Champaign-Urbana Branch of the Party for Socialism

 10  and Liberation.

 11        Wash your hands.  In the early months of the

 12  COVID-19 pandemic, this phrase was everywhere, from

 13  profile pictures to marquees of closed businesses,

 14  and of course, in every list of actions necessary

 15  to stop the spread of COVID-19.  So washing hands

 16  was to prevent the spread of COVID-19.  And for so

 17  much more.

 18        Water is essential for life.  It is a basic

 19  human right.  However, water corporations such as

 20  Illinois American Water, use this natural resource

 21  and basic necessity as a source of profit and have

 22  the power to cut off access to it for those who are
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 01  unable to pay, putting all of us in danger.

 02        Between October 2020 and February 2021,

 03  Illinois American Water cruelly and recklessly

 04  withheld running water from almost 12,000

 05  households.  Meanwhile, American Water has been

 06  profiting more and more.  Since the beginning of

 07  the pandemic, American Water's profits have only

 08  increased.

 09        From quarter two of 2020, American Water's

 10  profits, per share, increased 3.2 percent compared

 11  to quarter two of 2019.  From quarter three of 2019

 12  to quarter three of 2020, the increase was 9.8

 13  percent per share.  And in quarter four of 2020, as

 14  American Water denied water to thousands, its

 15  profits increased by 48 percent per share compared

 16  to quarter two -- four of 2019.

 17        To allow American Water to resume water shut

 18  offs at the end of this month would be to

 19  recklessly invite a public health disaster.

 20  Because American Water cannot be trusted to put the

 21  needs of people over the pursuit of profits, a

 22  mandatory moratorium on utility shut off is
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 01  necessary.  Lives depend on it.  All power to the

 02  people.

 03        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Thank you.  Next,

 04  Mr. Dat Hoang Luu.  Mr. Luu, are you on?

 05        MR. LUU:  Yes, I am.  My name is Dat Luu,

 06  D-A-T, L-U-U.  I'm a student here at the University

 07  of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and I'm representing

 08  the UIUC, Young Democratic Socialists of America

 09  here today.

 10        I want to bring to the attention of the

 11  Commission a report published by the National

 12  Bureau of Economic Research conducted by

 13  researchers at Duke University.  According to the

 14  information gathered in the report published in

 15  January of 2021, if, on the federal level,

 16  evictions and utility moratorium were put in place

 17  within the time frame of March 2020 to November

 18  2020, COVID infection rates would've dropped 14.2

 19  percent and 8.7 percent respectively.

 20        As for the COVID deaths, however, they

 21  would've dropped 40.7 percent and 14.8 percent,

 22  respectively.  When spoken in the context of human
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 01  costs, and the tens of thousands, hundreds of

 02  thousands of lives lost across the country and here

 03  Illinois, that could have been prevented.

 04        Now, I mentioned the whopping statistics on

 05  evictions for a reason.  Despite there being an

 06  eviction moratorium in place right now and that is

 07  because to activists saying this before this report

 08  came out and within the report itself, it is

 09  understood that utility shutoffs and the threats of

 10  evictions are concurrent hardship experienced by

 11  the working class and working poor.  Utility

 12  shutoffs are often the precursor to evictions.  The

 13  financial stress of one leading to another.

 14  Compounding together increases the odds of

 15  infections and deaths beyond the respective

 16  findings from Duke University.

 17        As the moratorium on both evictions and

 18  utility shutoffs end soon here in Illinois, this

 19  deepening of this crisis has come sooner than folks

 20  may think.  The conclusions filed in this report as

 21  for what is to be done are not new to the

 22  Commission or activists advocating for utility
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 01  shutoff moratoriums for some time now.  This report

 02  came out in January with a price of thousands of

 03  pandemic casualties and hope lost before it is

 04  allowed for the information to be compiled in the

 05  first place.

 06        There's no dispute now, the astoundingly

 07  clear conclusion: If you prevent utility shutoffs,

 08  you will save lives.  Illinois must take action for

 09  its residents and prevent utility shutoffs.  Thank

 10  you.

 11        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Thank you.  Eighth,

 12  Mr. Marc Girdler -- Mr. Girdler, are you on?

 13        MR. GIRDLER:  Yeah, I'm here.

 14        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Great.  Please state

 15  and spell your name and then we'll start the timer.

 16        MR. GIRDLER:  Thank you.  My name is Marc

 17  Girdler, M-A-R-C, G-I-R-D-L-E-R.  I'm here as a

 18  member of the Bloomington-Normal Club of the

 19  Communist Party.  And obviously, I'm here to ask

 20  you to do the right thing for the people of

 21  Illinois and continue this shutoff moratorium.

 22        Even though there's help available, it's
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 01  difficult to get under the best of circumstances,

 02  let alone during a once-in-a-lifetime global

 03  pandemic like this.  I live in Decatur, and even

 04  though I receive LIHEAP assistance, I still have

 05  gotten multiple shutoff notifications from the city

 06  telling me that my water is going to be shut off.

 07  I'm someone who's used to dealing with the system,

 08  and even I find the way that some of these

 09  means-based -- means-testing-based help are given

 10  out.  Knowing what you qualify for, and how to get

 11  it, just having a moratorium, even, you have to

 12  dance through many hoops to get it.

 13        We're still in the middle of this pandemic

 14  and getting that help is more important that ever,

 15  yet it's quantifiable that people are not able to

 16  get that help.  Over 70 thousand less people are

 17  using LIHEAP this year than they were last year.

 18  That's, in my opinion, because it's difficult to

 19  navigate these different hoops.  A way to -- a

 20  better way around this is just to uphold this

 21  moratorium and keep people's power on because we

 22  are still in a global pandemic.
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 01        And in Illinois and in Macon County where I

 02  live, the numbers are trending upwards and at the

 03  absolute bare minimum, this moratorium has to be

 04  upheld until we reach herd immunity, and we're only

 05  at 25 percent, so that's far on the horizon.

 06        Ameren is profiting, they are still putting

 07  up huge profits, people are suffering at this time

 08  to do the right thing and help people keep these

 09  moratoriums in place.  And I would encourage you to

 10  look far beyond herd immunity because that's just a

 11  starting point to where people can start to feel

 12  safe and start to rebuild.  So cutting people off

 13  at the legs, whenever they're just starting to get

 14  a foothold on getting their lives back in order is

 15  not only a mistake, it's a cruelty.

 16        So again, please do the right thing and

 17  uphold this moratorium and also please consider

 18  that just because the fact that many people wanted

 19  to speak here today on this issue being so

 20  important, limiting public comment because it's an

 21  important issue like this seems counter-intuitive.

 22  I think you should welcome participation, even if
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 01  it means spending a few extra minutes in the

 02  meeting.  Thank you.

 03        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Thank you.  Next,

 04  Mr. Allan Max Axelrod.  Mr. Axelrod, are you on?

 05        MR. AXELROD:  Indeed.  Can you hear me?

 06        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  We can hear you.  Once

 07  you state and spell your name, please proceed.

 08        MR. AXELROD:  All right.  My name is Allan

 09  Max Axelrod, A-L-L-A-N, M-A-X, A-X-E-L-R-O-D.  I'm

 10  the campaign lead of No Ameren Shutoffs, a

 11  zero-dollar all-volunteer grassroots group,

 12  spanning the state north and south, east and west.

 13  There is no financial interest for what we are

 14  doing.  We are trying to protect our most

 15  vulnerable people, the folks that policymakers

 16  often forget.

 17        To Ameren Illinois, by contrast, in quarter

 18  two of 2020, had a 30 percent -- a 36 percent

 19  increase in their profits per share relative to

 20  2019.  In quarter three, when they only had one

 21  week of utility shutoffs, they matched their

 22  profits per share of the previous year.  In quarter
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 01  four when they were again banned from utility

 02  shutoffs, they had a four percent increase in their

 03  profits per share.

 04        When we talk about profits per share, we're

 05  not talking about a corporation that's struggling

 06  to make ends meet.  This is about a corporation

 07  trying to maximize profits over the bodies of our

 08  residents who you all are supposed to be

 09  representing their interests.

 10        Before, we have had conversations about who

 11  the buck stops with.  Before, it's been the buck

 12  stops with Pritzker, and that's absolutely true, no

 13  matter how many times he gets fact-checked by the

 14  press, he just keeps on going.  You've told our

 15  callers this information.  Citizens Utility Board

 16  has told us this information.  But with this plan,

 17  as you propose, the buck quite clearly stops with

 18  you.

 19        You do not have to do these sorts of things.

 20  You do not have to meekly bargain with utility

 21  corporations, and you have done additional actions

 22  before to advocate on behalf of Illinoians that you
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 01  haven't done today.  You can issue a letter

 02  explaining to the utility corporations the massive

 03  loss of life that we are likely to experience.

 04        We do not, at all, trust these corporations

 05  to abide by the rate-limiting of the disconnections

 06  that occur.  They aren't even following the rules

 07  now, how can we trust them later?  Please do the

 08  right thing.  Thank you.

 09        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Thank you.  Next, Kyle

 10  Auer.  Are you there?

 11        MR. AUER:  Yeah.  Yeah.  I'm here.

 12        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hi, Mr. Auer.  Please

 13  state and spell your name and then you may proceed.

 14        MR. AUER:  Yeah.  It's Kyle Auer, K-Y-L-E,

 15  A-U-E-R.  Okay.  So thank you for having me today.

 16  I am, again, Kyle Auer.  I'm part of the Illinois

 17  People's Action.  So the Washington Post had a

 18  journalist sent to Peoria, Illinois, due to the

 19  extent of the impact of the moratorium and the

 20  utility shutoffs.  But the Social Service Offices

 21  didn't even know the people who had been shut off,

 22  which means there's a distinct lack of
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 01  accountability and transparency here of all of

 02  these companies because clearly, that means that

 03  there could have been several hundreds of homes

 04  that could have been impacted by this shutoff, and

 05  they weren't getting the visibility that they

 06  needed for the clear problem that's going on in

 07  this state.

 08        And Ameren has had a 36 percent increase in

 09  profits per share at the start of the pandemic

 10  lockdown, and with requirements of restore utility

 11  services, suspend disconnections, and at the cost

 12  of Illinois' employment crisis.  In quarter two of

 13  2020 of Ameren's Features of the Line, "Yesterday

 14  we announced second quarter 2020 earnings of 98

 15  cents per share compared to 72 cents per share

 16  earned in 2019.  We matched profits per share in

 17  quarter three of 2019 to quarter three of 2020,

 18  shutoffs started in the last week of this quarter.

 19  Four percent increase in profits per share from

 20  quarter four 2019 to quarter four 2020.  Most

 21  shutoffs happened during this time span."

 22        That's all I have.  I'm going to relieve the
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 01  rest of my time.  Thank you very much.

 02        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Thank you, Mr. Auer.

 03  Next, Kenneth Crowe.  Mr. Crowe, are you on?

 04        MR. CROWE:  I'm on the phone.

 05        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Great.  Please state

 06  and spell your name, then you can proceed.

 07        MR. CROWE:  My name is Kenneth Crowe, that

 08  is, K-E-N-N-E-T-H, C-R-O-W-E, but I go by Kenny.

 09  Let me know when my time starts.

 10        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Your time has started.

 11        MR. CROWE:  I would like to ask the

 12  government of Illinois to please stop waging wars

 13  on the poor people of Illinois.

 14        There are people all over the state that have

 15  lost jobs or had hours cut due to a pandemic that

 16  is no fault of their own.  And we have people in

 17  Illinois that work jobs all the time and pay their

 18  way, but they're unable to do so lately because of

 19  statewide shutdowns and stay-at-home orders that

 20  are at no fault of their own and they have,

 21  unwillingly, fallen behind on payments.

 22        And there's a -- I want you to think of the
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 01  people who are scared and worried about utility

 02  shutoffs on the horizon, while they try to get back

 03  to work, as safely as they can, hopeful that they

 04  can keep utilities paid so they can stay clean for

 05  work, have heat at night, care for their kids and

 06  their families, and they're going through all these

 07  emotions while all these things are happening

 08  around them that is out of their control.

 09        Distress and the mental strain on them is

 10  something that a lot of people, perhaps such as

 11  yourself, do not quite understand.  Now I live in

 12  Pana.  We've had about 50 shutoffs here and about

 13  180, to 190 in Christian County.  Twenty percent of

 14  Pana's people here live below the poverty line

 15  since the last census.  Places like this get

 16  overlooked by big cities, often, but we're

 17  essential, too.  Our economy has fallen away from

 18  us, which causes low income in these areas.

 19        People here work and pay taxes and they

 20  expect to get something for it.  Now we get nothing

 21  compared to what we're paying taxes for.  The greed

 22  of the government, the overtaxation, the lack of
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 01  social resources, and large companies being treated

 02  as more important than the people has got to stop.

 03        So I do ask the people, people such as

 04  yourself in Illinois, to stop waging wars on poor

 05  people and punishing people for something that is

 06  not their fault.  I ask for serious action to be

 07  taken for the safety of Illinois' people and their

 08  basic utility needs because the government of

 09  Illinois is not doing that.  And I'm speaking for

 10  the Christian County DSA.  Thank you for the time.

 11        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Thank you.  Next,

 12  Ms. Lena Walker.

 13        MS. WALKER:  Hi.  Yes.  Can you hear me?

 14        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  We can hear you.

 15        MS. WALKER:  Okay.  Thank you.  My name is

 16  Lena Walker, spelled L-E-N-A, W-A-L-K-E-R.

 17        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  You may proceed,

 18  Ms. Walker.

 19        MS. WALKER:  Thank you.  I'm a member of the

 20  Graduate Employees Organization, Local 6300 at

 21  University of Illinois.  I also work as a teaching

 22  assistant at the U of I. Many of my students have
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 01  returned to live with their families in order to

 02  provide additional financial and domestic support

 03  during this time of economic hardship.  Some of

 04  these students have trouble accessing reliable WiFi

 05  or even a working computer either because the power

 06  in their house has been shutoff or their family is

 07  trying to cut back on electricity to prevent

 08  shutoffs.

 09        As their instructor, I see firsthand how much

 10  their work-in-progress are suffering because of

 11  this.  As you can possibly see, my power is

 12  currently off right now, thankfully for

 13  maintenance, but I, right now, have to walk down to

 14  the library, charge my phone, come back to my

 15  apartment, use the external battery pack to try and

 16  get my work done and reduce my exposure to others.

 17  It's extremely disruptive.  We're now in the

 18  midterm of the spring semester, which is a time

 19  when many students on campus are getting --

 20        THE COURT REPORTER:  Excuse me.  I can't hear

 21  you.

 22        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Ms. Walker, you cut
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 01  out.

 02        MS. WALKER:  -- coursework.  I know, sorry.

 03  I had a -- I was getting a phone call.

 04                  A lot of students are going to find

 05  themselves held back another semester or possibly

 06  even a year because they're unable to complete

 07  their coursework or graduate without the academic

 08  standing they've worked so hard to achieve.

 09        As graduate students, we're fortunate to have

 10  the protection of our union, which can bargain

 11  collectively with the university to ensure viable

 12  working conditions.  Undergraduates have no such

 13  protection.  And it's up to all of us to ensure

 14  that the young people have the support that they

 15  need and are held back as little as possible by the

 16  challenges of the pandemic.  We need to treat

 17  people's homes like public education institutions

 18  because right now they are operating as such.

 19        Would we shutoff power to an elementary

 20  school or to the U of I?  Protection of utility

 21  access is imperative because it's inhumane to deny

 22  people basic services in the middle of a health and
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 01  economic crisis.  Keep the moratorium on shutoffs

 02  and enforce it, at least until the end of the

 03  school year, and ideally, until an adequate

 04  recovery from our current crisis has been achieved.

 05  Thank you.

 06        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Thank you.  Next,

 07  Mr. Drake Materre.

 08        MR. MATERRE:  My name is Drake Materre,

 09  D-R-A-K-E, M-A-T-E-R-R-E, and I'm the senior

 10  project manager of Natural Path Nutrition,

 11  Incorporated.  You all switched -- in order to

 12  extend the moratorium or to stop utility shutoffs,

 13  you added water to LIHEAP.

 14        There's a term called structural violence.

 15  Structural violence analyzes the structural

 16  arrangements that create violence and harm.

 17  Obviously, not extending the moratorium on utility

 18  shutoffs is structural violence, so you all are

 19  creating violence, and committing violence, acts of

 20  violence on the people.  And just like that white

 21  man did in Atlanta, in Georgia.

 22        When we talk about structural violence and we
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 01  talked about the lack of access or the inadequate

 02  access to the resources, it is not intuitive for

 03  water utility -- for water utilities to be added to

 04  LIHEAP without a direct or an adequate form of

 05  communication to the people.  So you are actively

 06  participating in that structural violence and the

 07  harm against the people.

 08        Obviously, we are asking you to do what's

 09  right and stand by the people and extend the

 10  moratorium on all utility shutoffs because again,

 11  people can go unhoused even without being evicted,

 12  with -- even without evictions.  I believe you all

 13  know what's right, maybe.  I don't know.  But think

 14  about the structural violence that's at play here,

 15  think about the structural arrangements, and think

 16  about how we can adequately relay the information

 17  to the people to ensure that they are actively

 18  getting the resources that are needed.  Thank you.

 19        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Thank you.  Rita

 20  Conery.  Ms. Conery, are you there?  Doing a quick

 21  search.  Last call for Rita Conery?

 22                  (No verbal response.)
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 01        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Okay.  Next is Benjamin

 02  George Theobald.

 03        MR. THEOBALD:  Hi.  Hello, Can you hear me?

 04        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  We can hear you.

 05        MR. THEOBALD:  Hi.  My name is Benjamin

 06  George Theobald, B-E-N-J-A-M-I-N, George is my

 07  middle name, G-E-O-R-G-E, and my last name is

 08  Theobald, T-H-E-O-B-A-L-D.  And I -- yes, I'm

 09  speaking on behalf of -- or as a member of

 10  Champaign-Urbana DSA.  I reside in Urbana,

 11  Illinois.

 12        I'm asking that you please extend the

 13  moratorium on utility shutoff.  Unfortunately,

 14  people have still been getting their utilities,

 15  their water shut off.  I spoke to a young mother a

 16  few months ago who had her water shutoff.  She,

 17  unfortunately, lost her job and her hours were cut

 18  back and this was a young mother with a two -- a

 19  one-year-old and a two-year-old and I believe she

 20  was pregnant with another baby on the way.  And she

 21  didn't have water and she couldn't -- and she was

 22  forced to live with another woman who,
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 01  unfortunately, had COVID.

 02        So as you can imagine, their situation was

 03  very dire, and it was -- and unfortunately, with

 04  programs like LIHEAP, they are not year round and

 05  they also don't offer assistance with things like

 06  water, which I don't understand.  Why do you have

 07  programs that don't offer assistance for -- you

 08  offer assistance for utilities like electricity,

 09  but not water, which we desperately need in a

 10  pandemic, so I ask you to please extend this

 11  moratorium, put people over profits, and as Martin

 12  Luther King, Jr. Once said, "The time is always

 13  right to do what is right."  I yield the rest of my

 14  time.  Thank you very much.

 15        THE COURT:  Thank you.  Finally, Ms. Jessica

 16  Motsinger.

 17        MS. MOTSINGER:  Hello.

 18        THE COURT:  Hi, Ms. Motsinger.  You -- if you

 19  could state and spell your name and then we'll

 20  start the clock.

 21        MS. MOTSINGER:  Yes.  My name is Jessica

 22  Motsinger and I am with Indivisible Metro East and
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 01  down here, 12 miles East of Saint Louis, so

 02  southern Illinois.

 03        I'm asking that you all continue with the

 04  moratorium at least until the House Bill 2877, the

 05  Rent and Utility Relief Bill gets enacted.  This

 06  House Bill not only offers temporary relief to

 07  Illinois citizens that are in most need, but

 08  appropriate, thus ensuring that the federal funds

 09  go directly to relieve any costs or debts that the

 10  utilities might take on.

 11        These utilities, as have been spoken earlier,

 12  are not hurting.  They're in no way hurting under

 13  the current situation, in the current moratorium,

 14  so I don't anticipate that they would incur any

 15  more harm or pain if you guys continue.  Sorry, I

 16  have a cat moving around my computer.  With this

 17  bill that ensures, also, that there is no cost at

 18  all to the State of Illinois, no fiscal

 19  responsibility being taken on by the state.

 20        We also need to realize that the shutoffs not

 21  only cause undue mental health burdens, but also

 22  cause a direct cascade of consequences for the most
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 01  needy and vulnerable of our citizens.  Some of

 02  these consequences could be costly, whether it's

 03  our medications that go bad because we don't have

 04  refrigeration, or it could be a mother that can't

 05  bathe her child or have electric, thus not having a

 06  suitable home.

 07        This causes a lot of things and it helps --

 08  and it causes a lot of burdens from veterans that I

 09  know, reservists, disabled, homebound, the gambit

 10  goes on.  There is more benefit to helping our

 11  citizens than there is any kind of cost to any

 12  utility out there.  So please extend the

 13  moratorium, allow House Bill 2877 to get passed.

 14  Thank you very much for your time.

 15        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Thank you.  Okay.  This

 16  concludes our requests to speak, so we are going to

 17  move forward on our agenda.

 18                  We're going to move onto our public

 19  utilities agenda.

 20                   There are edits to the February

 21  18th, 2021, Regular Open Meeting Minutes.  Are

 22  there any objections to approving the minutes as
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 01  edited?

 02                  (No verbal response.)

 03        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the

 04  minutes are approved.

 05                  Under our electric items, Item E1

 06  concerns MidAmerican's filing to make LED lights

 07  the new company standard for area lighting.  The

 08  Commission staff reviewed the filing and

 09  recommended not suspending it.  Are there any

 10  objections to not suspending the filing?

 11                  (No verbal response.)

 12        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the

 13  filing is not suspended.

 14        Item E2 concerns an amendment to 83 Ill.

 15  Adm. Code 305 to incorporate the most recent

 16  edition of the national electrical safety code,

 17  which includes changes concerning underground

 18  cable, grounding requirements, die insulator

 19  placement rules, and grades of construction

 20  application rules.  The order initiates a

 21  rule-making to accomplish this amendment and

 22  authorize the commencement of the first notice
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 01  period for the rule-making.  Are there any

 02  objections to approving the order?

 03                  (No verbal response.)

 04        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the order

 05  is approved.

 06        Item E3 concerns a petition to reopen Docket

 07  19-0995, which is an approval of the Illinois Power

 08  Agency's long-term renewable resource procurement

 09  plan.  The IPA requests that this docket be

 10  reopened and approve certain modification to the

 11  IPA's revised LTRRPP, necessitated by the COVID-19

 12  global health pandemic.

 13        Because renewable energy credits, or RECs,

 14  delivery contracts provide payments only once

 15  systems are energized, project energization delays,

 16  resulting from the pandemic, have aggressively

 17  shifted projected Renewable Portfolio Standard

 18  budget expenses chronologically forward into future

 19  delivery years.

 20        The IPA seeks Commission approval of

 21  modifications to the revised plan, adopting a

 22  governing regimen to address a reduction in
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 01  expenses across various categories of expenditures

 02  under the RPS.  Are there any objections to

 03  granting the petition?

 04                  (No verbal response.)

 05        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the

 06  petition is granted.

 07        Item E4 concerns Ameren's reconciliation of

 08  revenues collected under power procurement riders

 09  for the period of June 1st, 2018 through May 31st

 10  of 2019.  The order approves the reconciliation as

 11  reflected in the appendix to the order, finding

 12  that the costs were prudently incurred.  Are there

 13  any objections to approving the order?

 14                  (No verbal response.)

 15        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the order

 16  is approved.

 17        Items E5 through E7 concern petitions for

 18  confidential treatment of petitioner's reports.

 19  The orders grant the protection, finding that the

 20  information to be proprietary and confidential.

 21  Are there any objections to considering these items

 22  together and approving the orders?
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 01                  (No verbal response.)

 02  Hearing none, the orders are approved.

 03        Item E8 concerns Ameren's petition to

 04  initiate review of Rider PTR or Peak Time Rebate.

 05  The petition requests that the Commission evaluate

 06  whether residential customers receive any net

 07  benefits under the Peak Time Rewards program under

 08  Rider PTR.  Ameren, Staff and CUB created a

 09  consensus report memorializing the suggested course

 10  of action regarding the continuation of Ameren's

 11  Peak Time Rewards program.

 12        According to the consensus report, Ameren

 13  began bidding it's program participation in the

 14  MISO Capacity Auction for program year June 2016 to

 15  May 2017.  With respect to participation and

 16  rebates for program year June 2020 to May 2021,

 17  there are 123,010 participants in the program and a

 18  total of $40,769 in rebates paid to customers.

 19        The order allows Ameren to continue its peak

 20  time rewards program under the Rider PTR through

 21  May of 2023, and incorporate appropriate

 22  modifications pursuant to MISO's approved changes
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 01  to notice times and number of event hours.  The

 02  Commission further orders that Ameren file tariff

 03  modifications under its prior PTR peak time rewards

 04  program prior to the forthcoming MISO changes.  Are

 05  there any objections to approving the order?

 06                  (No verbal response.)

 07        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the order

 08  is approved.

 09        Items E9 through E11 concern citations for

 10  failure to file Compliance Recertification Reports

 11  as required by Part 454 of the Commission rules.

 12  Respondents failed to appear at the hearings and

 13  did not file exceptions to the proposed orders.

 14  The orders suspend Respondent's Certificate of

 15  Service Authority to operate as agents, brokers and

 16  consultants.  Are there any objections to

 17  considering these items together and approving the

 18  orders?

 19                  (No verbal response.)

 20        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the

 21  orders are approved.

 22        Item E12 concerns Docket 20-0822, which is a
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 01  complaint against Inovateus Solar regarding

 02  improperly installed distributed generation

 03  projects.  The complainants filed a motion to

 04  voluntarily dismiss the complaint without

 05  prejudice.  Are there any objection to granting the

 06  motion to dismiss?

 07                  (No verbal response.)

 08        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the

 09  motion to dismiss is granted.

 10        Item E13 concerns an application for

 11  Certificate of Service Authority to install,

 12  maintain, or repair electric vehicle charging

 13  stations.  The order grants the certificate,

 14  finding that the Applicant meet their requirements.

 15  Are there any objections to approving the order?

 16                  (No verbal response.)

 17        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the

 18  order's approved.

 19        Item E14 concerns ComEd's proposed revision

 20  to Rider NS, or non-standard services and

 21  facilities regarding the treatment of the

 22  replacement costs of an automatic throw-over switch
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 01  at the end of its useful life.  In December of

 02  2020, the Commission suspended the proposed

 03  revisions until April 11th of 2021 pending the

 04  Commission review.  This order extends the period

 05  of suspension until October 11th of 2021.  Are

 06  there any objections to approving the re-suspension

 07  order?

 08                  (No verbal response.)

 09        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the order

 10  is approved.

 11        Item E15 concerns an application for

 12  Certificate of Service Authority to operate as an

 13  alternative electric supplier and requests for

 14  confidential treatment of certain information

 15  contained in the application and attachments for a

 16  period of not less than five years.  The order

 17  grants the certificate and affords confidential

 18  treatment of the requested information.  Are there

 19  any objections to approving the order?

 20                  (No verbal response.)

 21        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the order

 22  is approved.
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 01        Item E16 concerns ComEd's verified petition

 02  for special permission to file and put into effect

 03  on less than 45 days' notice, revision to Rider

 04  Retail Customer, or Rider RCA.  Rider RCA

 05  authorizes ComEd to collect a Renewable Energy

 06  Resources and Coal Technology Development

 07  Assistance Charge.  ComEd proposes to extend the

 08  expiration date of the charge from December the

 09  31st of 2020, to December 31st of 2021, in order to

 10  reflect its continued obligation to collect this

 11  charge through December 31st of 2021.  Are there

 12  any objections to granting the special permission?

 13                  (No verbal response.)

 14        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the

 15  special permission is granted.

 16        Item E17 concerns an application for

 17  certification to install energy efficiency measures

 18  in Illinois.  The order denies the certificate,

 19  finding that the Applicant did not meet the

 20  requirements by failing to file proper Certificate

 21  of Insurance.  Are there any objections to

 22  approving the order?
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 01                  (No verbal response.)

 02        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the order

 03  is approved.

 04                  Items E18 through E20 concern

 05  petitions to cancel Certificates of Service

 06  Authority to install energy efficiency measures.

 07  The order cancels the certificates.  Are there any

 08  objections to considering these items together and

 09  approving the orders?

 10                  (No verbal response.)

 11        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the

 12  orders are approved.

 13        Items E21 through E34 concern applications

 14  for certification to install energy efficiency

 15  measures in Illinois.  The orders grant the

 16  certificates finding that the Applicants meet the

 17  requirements.  Are there any objections to

 18  considering these items together and approving the

 19  orders?

 20                  (No verbal response.)

 21        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the

 22  orders are approved.
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 01                  Under the gas items. Item G1

 02  concerns Ameren's petition to initiate a proceeding

 03  to determine the accuracy and prudence of

 04  qualifying infrastructure investment.  The order

 05  approves the reconciliation as reflected in the

 06  appendix to the order, finding that the costs were

 07  prudently incurred.  Are there any objections to

 08  approving the order?

 09                  (No verbal response.)

 10        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the order

 11  is approved.

 12        Item G2 concerns Consumer Gas Company's

 13  proposed increase in rates for gas distribution

 14  service.  In December 2020, the Commission

 15  suspended the proposed increase in rates through

 16  April 3rd of 2021.  The Commission's investigation

 17  in this matter is not concluded and the order

 18  re-suspends the filing until October 3rd of 2021.

 19  Are there any objections to approving the order?

 20                  (No verbal response.)

 21        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the order

 22  is approved.
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 01        Items G3 through G8, concern requests for

 02  proprietary treatment of information in the

 03  Petitioner's reports.  The orders grant for

 04  protection, finding that the information is highly

 05  proprietary and confidential.  Are there any

 06  objections to considering these items together and

 07  approving the orders?

 08                  (No verbal response.)

 09        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the

 10  orders are approved.

 11  Under the telecommunications items, Item T1

 12  concerns Grafton's application for designation as

 13  an eligible telecommunications carrier for the sole

 14  purpose of qualifying for lifeline support only.

 15  The order grants the request, finding that Grafton

 16  has sufficiently demonstrated that it satisfies the

 17  federal and state requirements for designation as

 18  an ETC for the limited purpose of receiving federal

 19  universal service lifeline support.  The order also

 20  grants confidential treatment of some of the

 21  information in the application.  Are there any

 22  objections to approving the order?
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 01                  (No verbal response.)

 02        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the order

 03  is approved.

 04        Item T2 concerns an application for a

 05  certificate of interexchange service authority to

 06  provide facilities based interexchange

 07  telecommunications services, a certificate of

 08  service authority to provide re-sold local and

 09  interexchange services, and a certificate of

 10  exchange service authority to provide facilities

 11  based local telecommunication services.  The order

 12  grants the certificates, finding that the Applicant

 13  meets the requirements.  Are there any objection to

 14  approving the order?

 15                  (No verbal response.)

 16        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the order

 17  is approved.

 18        Item T3 concerns a request to cancel

 19  certificates of service authority to provide

 20  telecommunication services.  The order cancels the

 21  certificate, finding that the cancellation will not

 22  deprive any Illinois customers of necessary
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 01  telecommunications service and is not otherwise

 02  contrary to the public interest.  Are there any

 03  objections to approving the order?

 04                  (No verbal response.)

 05        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the order

 06  is approved.

 07        Items T4 through T15 concern requests for

 08  proprietary treatment of information in the

 09  petitioner's annual reports.  The orders grant the

 10  protection, finding that the information is highly

 11  proprietary and confidential.  Are there any

 12  objections to considering these items together and

 13  approving the orders?

 14                  (No verbal response.)

 15        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the

 16  orders are approved.

 17                  Under our water and sewer items,

 18  Item W1 concerns Illinois America's application for

 19  a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

 20  to provide water service to a certain area in Logan

 21  County.  The order grants the application, finding

 22  that the service to the proposed area is necessary
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 01  to provide adequate, reliable, and efficient

 02  service, and is the least cost means of satisfying

 03  the service needs of the customers.  Are there any

 04  objections to approving the order?

 05                  (No verbal response.)

 06        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the order

 07  is approved.

 08                  Under our miscellaneous items, Item

 09  M1 concerns Staff's petition to reopen Docket

 10  20-0309, which is a moratorium on disconnection of

 11  utility services during the public health

 12  emergency.  As it became clear that the Public

 13  Health Emergency would extend past March 31st of

 14  2021, and the utility customers would again be

 15  subject to service disconnection for non-payment,

 16  the parties to this docket met to determine what

 17  steps could be agreed to mitigate the effect of

 18  customers' disconnection in light of the fact that

 19  many customers have accumulated substantial

 20  arrearages during the winter moratorium.

 21        These discussions resulted in the parties

 22  agreeing to two stipulations:
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 01        First, the large electric and gas utilities

 02  stipulation and large water and sewer utilities

 03  stipulation.  On March 15th of 2021, Staff

 04  petitioned the Commission to reopen this docket and

 05  adopt both stipulations.  Among other provisions,

 06  the stipulation specified that utilities may send

 07  disconnection notices on a staggered basis starting

 08  April 1st of 2021.  Such notices must contain

 09  information regarding how to obtain available

 10  payment assistance.

 11        Disconnections will take place on a staggered

 12  schedule.  It will begin with residential customers

 13  having the highest arrearages who have failed to

 14  make payment, or seek a deferred payment

 15  arrangement.  Utilities will waive reconnection

 16  fees for low-income customers and reconnect these

 17  customers whose income is 300 percent or less than

 18  the federal poverty level based upon payment of 25

 19  percent of the outstanding balance, which may be

 20  paid with customer assistant funds and with the

 21  remainder of the arrearage incorporated into a

 22  deferred payment arrangement.
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 01        The utilities will also make additional bill

 02  payment assistant funds available through existing

 03  bill payment assistant programs created by prior

 04  stipulations at levels and terms described in the

 05  stipulations.  The order reopens the docket and

 06  adopts both the stipulations.  Are there any

 07  objections to approving the order?

 08                  (No verbal response.)

 09        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the order

 10  is approved.

 11        I just want to commend all the parties,

 12  again, for coming together to agree on these

 13  important measures to ensure additional protections

 14  to the consumers are in place.  I would continue to

 15  remind some customers who receive a disconnection

 16  notice that they must call their utility to enroll

 17  in a DPA.  And then, also as reminder, we do have a

 18  consumer services division.  There's information of

 19  how to contact the Consumer Services Division on

 20  our website at "icc.online.gov" and the number

 21  again is (800) 524-0795.

 22                  There are no petitions for
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 01  rehearing under other business.

 02                  Item O1 concerns approval of

 03  batches, contracts, and confirmations under the

 04  Illinois Adjustable Block Program.  Are there any

 05  objections to approving the program administrator's

 06  submissions?

 07                  (No verbal response.)

 08        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the

 09  submissions are approved.

 10        Item O2 concerns March 2021 solicitation of

 11  bids to sell renewable energy credits from new

 12  utility-scale wind projects to Ameren, ComEd, and

 13  MidAmerican.  Are there any objections to approving

 14  the Procurement Administrator's recommendation on

 15  selection of winning bids?

 16                  (No verbal response.)

 17        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the

 18  recommendation is approved.

 19        Item O3 concerns April of 2021, association

 20  of bids to sell standard energy products to Ameren,

 21  ComEd, and MidAmerican.  Are there any objections

 22  to approving the Procurement Administrator's
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 01  benchmark methodology?

 02                  (No verbal response.)

 03        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the

 04  methodology is approved.

 05        Item O4 concerns April of 2021 solicitations

 06  to bids to sell zonal resource credits to Ameren.

 07  Are there any objections to approving the

 08  Procurement Administrator's benchmark methodology?

 09                  (No verbal response.)

 10        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the

 11  methodology is approved.

 12        Item O5 concerns approval of batches,

 13  contracts and confirmations under the Illinois

 14  Solar for All program.  Are there any objections to

 15  approving the Program Administrator's submissions?

 16                  (No verbal response.)

 17        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the

 18  submissions are approved.

 19                  This concludes our public utilities

 20  agenda.

 21                  Judge Teague-Kingsley, do we have

 22  any other matters to come before the Commission
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 01  today?

 02        JUDGE TEAGUE-KINGSLEY:  No, Madam Chairman,

 03  but I had a quick question.  I wanted to clarify

 04  that for 20-0309, the vote was to approve the

 05  petition to reopen and the order?

 06        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Yes.  That's correct.

 07        JUDGE TEAGUE-KINGSLEY:  Okay.  Thank you.

 08        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Thank you for

 09  clarifying.

 10        JUDGE TEAGUE-KINGSLEY:  Nothing further.

 11        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Thank you.  Do any

 12  commissioners have any other business to discuss?

 13        MS. OLIVA:  Yes.  Chairman Zalewski, this is

 14  Commissioner Oliva, for the record.  I have some

 15  news to share.  Last night, I informed the

 16  Governor's Office, Chair Zalewski, and my

 17  colleagues on the Commission of my intent to resign

 18  effective March 31st, 2021.

 19        It has been the opportunity of a lifetime to

 20  serve the people of the State of Illinois as the

 21  first Latina commissioner on the Illinois Commerce

 22  Commission.  I truly appreciate the time I spent in
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 01  this role and working with the incredibly talented,

 02  hardworking, and knowledgeable Illinois Commerce

 03  Commission staff.  I have learned so much from each

 04  of my Commission colleagues, working alongside

 05  them.

 06        From Chairman Zalewski, I learned about grit,

 07  determination, and perseverance leading through

 08  very difficult times.

 09        From Commissioner Kimbrel, I learned about

 10  thoughtfulness in how considerate you are about our

 11  incredible staff and each of us, checking in on us

 12  all the time.

 13        Commissioner Carrigan, I will be in eternal

 14  awe of your wisdom and incredible legacy in the

 15  State of Illinois.  And so thankful for your sage

 16  advice.

 17        Commissioner Bocanegra, you are a superwoman

 18  and I think you have superwoman powers with your

 19  high energy and ability to grasp technical

 20  accounting issues with such ease.  I don't know

 21  when you sleep and I will so miss your early

 22  morning e-mails at 5:00 a.m.  Saying, "Take a look
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 01  at my edits."

 02        Serving in two administrations has been a

 03  tremendous honor.  And I thank Governor Pritzker

 04  and his team for their leadership during an

 05  incredibly challenging year.  I also want to thank

 06  former Governor Bruce Rauner for appointing me to

 07  this role and to the Illinois Senate for their

 08  confirmation.

 09        To everyone I have worked with along the way,

 10  from my talented advisors, Azeema, Janel, Gerardo,

 11  and Kealie and my intern Haley,  to industry

 12  leaders from both the consumer advocate and utility

 13  sides, I thank you for teaching me so much and

 14  helping me do my work as a commissioner.

 15        This decision marks the end of my 20-plus

 16  years in public service.  Effectuating Illinois'

 17  energy policy and ensuring citizens have a safe,

 18  reliable, and affordable utility service has been

 19  an amazing experience and one that I will forever

 20  be grateful for.  I'm so proud to have been a part

 21  of the nationally recognized work the Commission

 22  has done to increase supplier diversity in the
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 01  energy and transportation sectors.

 02        I wish the ICC Chair and commissioners

 03  continued success going forward.  This is my public

 04  goodbye for now, but it's definitely not lights

 05  out.  Thank you.

 06        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Thank you,

 07  Commissioner.  I would just like to personally

 08  thank you for your years of service, both at the

 09  Commission and at the state.  You are a trailblazer

 10  in many ways of particularly on supplier diversity

 11  issues, both for the State of Illinois and on a

 12  national level, so we thank you for that.  You did

 13  great work here, and in your other roles, and we

 14  wish you the best in future endeavors.  So thank

 15  you.

 16        MS. BOCANEGRA:  Chair Zalewski, this is

 17  Commissioner Bocanegra.  I also have a few remarks

 18  following yours.  So I prepared some remarks

 19  somewhat unexpectedly.  So I'd like to share some

 20  wonderful remarks about Commissioner Oliva before

 21  she departs.

 22        While I did not get the chance to work with
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 01  Commissioner Oliva as long as I would have liked, I

 02  would be remiss to not acknowledge the type of

 03  colleague and friend Commissioner Oliva has been.

 04  Although we had been in mutual professional circles

 05  for some time, I did not actually get the chance to

 06  know Commissioner Oliva until shortly before my

 07  arrival at the Commission.  I found someone who

 08  knew someone who knew someone who gave me her

 09  contact information as I was looking to learn more

 10  about the role.

 11        Sadzi was more than willing to be helpful and

 12  describe the important work of the Illinois

 13  Commerce Commission, sitting down with me over

 14  coffee.  Her passion and enthusiasm was

 15  instantaneously recognizable, but also inspiring.

 16  And after coming on to the Commission, Commissioner

 17  Oliva continued that spirit and that commitment to

 18  camaraderie and was intentional in helping me

 19  navigate my first NARUC summit, introducing me

 20  where needed and making suggestions as to what

 21  sessions to attend so that I could learn as much as

 22  possible.
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 01        Commissioner Oliva is recognized and

 02  respected by her peers both locally and nationally.

 03  Her dedication to public service has certainly been

 04  exemplified through her numerous appointments,

 05  including the Electric Power Research Institute

 06  Advisory Council, the Financial Research Institute

 07  Advisory Board, the Gas Technology Institute

 08  Advisory Committee, the National Utilities

 09  Diversity Council Board of Directors, Vice

 10  President for the Mid-America Regulatory

 11  Conference, and of course, the previous service as

 12  the Illinois representative for the Organization of

 13  MISO States, OMS Board of Directors.

 14        Commissioner Oliva also represented both

 15  Illinois and NARUC in her international

 16  contribution to the power sector and communications

 17  arena, assisting Panama on renewable energy

 18  integration and smart grids, and on stakeholder

 19  engagement and communication in Indonesia.

 20        Commissioner Oliva's contributions to the

 21  utility and regulatory space are aspirational and

 22  commendatory, indeed.  But aside from her
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 01  accomplishments, Commissioner Oliva has been a

 02  great colleague, a good mentor, and a good friend,

 03  whether it was encouraging myself and her

 04  co-commissioners to dig deep into regulatory issues

 05  or to pursue topics of interest that contribute to

 06  the Illinois Commerce Commission's national

 07  presence, or whether it was she and I exchanging

 08  important tips on skincare and hair routine.

 09        You have always led by example and with the

 10  highest ethics and integrity.  I thank you for your

 11  public service and you will be missed.  Thanks.

 12        MR. CARRIGAN:  Chairman, this is Commissioner

 13  Michael Carrigan.  If I could, I'd like to make a

 14  few comments.

 15        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Of course.

 16        MR. CARRIGAN:  Well, thank you.  Commissioner

 17  Oliva, as you and I talked this morning by phone, I

 18  received this news last night after dinner.  I

 19  disclosed to you in our call today that you blew up

 20  my time that was being spent on filling out my NCAA

 21  brackets.  You took me totally out of sync on that

 22  with this surprise.
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 01        But echoing the comments of those that have

 02  already spoke, you're accomplished, you're known at

 03  a national level, a Midwest level, and of course,

 04  at the Illinois ICC.  You've always taken your

 05  responsibilities very seriously.  As I told you

 06  this morning by phone, I wish you the very, very

 07  best going forward with your new career and hope

 08  that we can stay in touch.  Thank you for your time

 09  at the ICC and thank you for your two decades of

 10  public service.  Well done.

 11        MR. KIMBREL:  Madam Chair, I'll round this

 12  up.  Commissioner Oliva, I'm still in shock.  I'm

 13  in total shock.  I think we're all very excited for

 14  you.  We don't know what your next chapter is, but

 15  extremely excited for you.  You are extremely

 16  thoughtful and kind.  I appreciate what you said,

 17  but I am in no way as kind and thoughtful as you

 18  are.  But I do appreciate that comment.

 19        I also want to say that I had real anxiety

 20  because, you know, you've given us two weeks and I

 21  just knew -- we've got to get you some wine.  So

 22  that was -- that is on my mind, what to get you.
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 01  But it has been great working with you.  You've

 02  brought real balance to this Commission and I think

 03  we are all grateful to have spent the time with you

 04  while you were here.  So thank you and I look

 05  forward to hearing about your next chapter and

 06  staying in contact with you.

 07        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Thank you.  And then

 08  just moving on to some sad news.

 09        It's with a heavy heart I wanted to

 10  acknowledge the passing of Kevin Hecker, a

 11  long-time Commission employee who passed away

 12  earlier this week after a long battle against

 13  cancer.

 14        Kevin started at the Commission in February

 15  of 2009.  He started his career in the Commission's

 16  consumer service division as a consumer counselor.

 17  In May of 2013, he moved to the pipeline safety

 18  division.  He was a proud father of three kids: one

 19  son, Collen; and two daughters, Caitlyn and Keely.

 20  Kevin deeply loved his family and our thoughts and

 21  prayers go out to them.

 22        Kevin will be remembered for the energy and
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 01  passion that he brought to his job.  He was always

 02  willing to take on difficult tasks and would never

 03  fail to offer aid.  Kevin's manner allowed him to

 04  make friends and his loyalty allowed him to keep

 05  them.  His day would start with a genuine good

 06  morning and end with a genuine farewell.  We are

 07  touched by the outpouring of condolences by those

 08  in the industry that worked with him.  His

 09  dedication to the Commission will be remembered and

 10  his loss will be felt by all of his friends here at

 11  the Commission.

 12        Is there anything else the Commissioners

 13  would like to say?

 14                  (No verbal response.)

 15        CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI:  Okay.  With no other

 16  objections, this meeting is adjourned.  Thank you.

 17                  (Whereupon, the above-entitled

 18                   matter adjourned at 12:42 p.m.)

 19  

 20  

 21  

 22  
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speak on behalf of any organization. Note that the

Commission will not respond directly to any
comments.

Due to the large number of requests to speak,
each person will be granted two minutes to speak
today. | would note that any person wishing to
provide further comments may submit awritten
comment to the Commission. The written comments
may be submitted by going to the ICC website,
icc.illinois.gov, go to the e-Docket system, ook
for docket number, in this case, 20-0308. [sic]

And then in the docket there's a "file acomment”
link.

Y ou can also, alternatively, call our
Consumer Services Division and I'm going to read
the number: (800) 524-0795. And if you call them,
they can help you with the stuff of how to enter a
comment in this docket.

First, we have Eddie Pratt, Jr. Mr.
Pratt, are you on?
MR. PRATT: Yes, I'mhere. Canyou hear me?
CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: We can hear you.
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CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Under the Open Meetings

Act, and in accordance with the Governor's
executive orders, | call the March 18th, 2021
Regular Open Mesting to order.

Before we proceed, and for clarity of the
record, | would ask everyone to state their name
before speaking and to speak slowly and clearly so
that the Court Reporter can capture everything that
issaid. | checked that we have all commissioners
with us, so we have a quorum.

We have 16 requests to speak and going in the
order received. First: Eddie Pratt, Jr. Second:
Emiliano Vera. Third: Diana Burdette. Fourth:
Anthony Walraven. Fifth: Beau David Barber.
Sixth: Sarah Blanco. Seventh: Dat Hoang Luu.
Eighth: Marc Girdler. Ninth: Allan Max Axelrod.
Tenth: Kyle Auer. 11th: Kenneth Crowe. 12th: Lena
Walker. 13th: Drake Materre. 14th: Rita Conery.
15: Benjamin George, and 16th: Jessica Motsinger

Under 2 1ll. Adm. Code Section 1700.10, any
person desiring to address the Commission shall be
allowed up to three minutes. Only one person will
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You'll have two minutes. My policy advisor, Tanya,

will be starting the clock. Before you begin. If
you could please state and spell your name for the
Court Reporter and then we'll start the clock.
Thank you.

MR. PRATT: Yes. EddiePratt, Jr. That's
spelled E-D-D-I-E, Pratt, P-R-A-T-T, Junior. | am
aresident of Champaign. I'm here representing the
CU Human Rights Coalition. And | just want to say
that I'm thankful that you guys are allowing meto
speak today.

So the situation is alittle bleak, even
though that we are starting this rollout, there'sa
great bit of people who are still under the poverty
line, and we've seen those numbersincrease. Along
with that, and very much so connected to that,
we've seen levels of violent crime increase, we've
seen suicides increase, and with the moratorium
possibly ending very, very soon, there are alot of
people who haven't gotten back to normality as far
asthelr financial situations, even in lieu of this
last stimulus payment that just came through for a
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lot of people.

What | would like to see is this moratorium
extended, maybe even possibly going into May or
even June because people aren't ready yet. If this
ends now, the trend that we've seen is only going
to, you know, be even worse. Basically, | mean,
the stats show themselves. Y ou know, we've al
lived through 2020 and we know what that was like.
And if we hang our people to dry now, things only
stand to get worse. And | hope that that is
something that you all consider. Thank you.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Thank you. Next,
Emiliano Vera? Emiliano, are you on?

MR. VERA: Yes, | am.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Great. You have two
minutes. And again, well set thetimer. If you
could first state and then spell your name for the
Court Reporter, then we'll begin the timer.

MR. VERA: Emiliano Vera, E-M-I-L-I-A-N-O,
V-E-R-A. All right. Wéll, | am definitely, I'm
grateful for the moratorium that was established
previoudly. | think that it aways should have
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ultra-affluent in our community. Warehouse workers

with little to no regulation, packaging safety
materials for hospital industries.

In essence, we are the essential workers that
were in harm's way when the pandemic struck. We
were the ones that were not able to shelter in
place and we're the hardest hit with deaths and
disease. On October 29th, Governor Pritzker
tweeted that by October 1st, casesincreased by 151
percent. Increasesin 73 percent hospitalization,

61 percent ICU patients, 53 percent patients on
ventilators, and 82 percent in COVID deaths. Those
statistics were gathered from communities like
mine, essential worker communities.

And at the same time as COVID destroyed our
communities, so did power shutoffs. With over
2,000 cases aday, two weeks after shutoff started,
over 3,000 cases a day, three weeks after cases
started, and over 4,000 cases a day a month after
cases started. It's been clear that though
essential communities that provided bodies to
maintain the working cog of daily life were exalted
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been mandatory, but | am concerned that the

moratorium is not being followed even asitisin
place now. Thereis evidence to show that Ameren
has been shutting off at |east one person a month

for months now. And that it was followed by ComEd
in February with the resumption of shutoffs for
non-payable in violation of the moratorium. And |
think that it is necessary to reinstate a mandatory
shutoff moratorium that is covering the entire

state, all utilities within the state. Thank you.

| yield therest of my time.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Thank you. Third,
Diana Burdette. Areyou on?

MS. BURDETTE: Yes, | am.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Great.

MS. BURDETTE: My nameis Diana Burdette,
D-1-A-N-A, B-U-R-D-E-T-T-E. I'm representing
Lakefront Democratic Socialists of America out of
Lake County. The community | specifically livein
is comprised of the working poor of our county. We
are the housekeepers, the gardeners, the grocery,
gas attendants, dry clean, shopkeepers of the
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in name and on paper. Inredl life, our people are

expendable.

As our communities hit the peak of winter,
our power was shut off and our people are the first
and last to suffer. Well, platitudes are not
enough, and now we are asking for more. Weare
asking for action. Itisnot -- the cold is not
over. Our children are till at home trying to
learn and we are still essential. We need to
extend the moratorium. Thank you.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Thank you. Fourth,
Mr. Anthony Walraven? Mr. Walraven, Are you on?
Mr. Walraven, I'm doing aquick look, and | don't
see you connected to our Webex. Last check.

(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Okay. Fifth, Mr. Beau
David Barber. Mr. Barber, are you on?

MR. BARBER: Yes, maam.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Okay. Great. Well
set the timer for two minutes. Please state and
spell your name and then you may begin.

MR. BARBER: | have one question. Would it
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be possible for me to share my screen? | have a

table that | want to show if that's okay. If not,
that's fine.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: It'sfine except, you
know, what only will be recorded iswhat is said.

If you want to submit the table, you can submit
via, likewhat | said at the beginning. You can
submit by either going to the website or by calling
the number.

MR. BARBER: Okay. Sure. That still works.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Okay.

MR. BARBER: | do have one correction,
though, to what you said earlier and | know this
was like an error that -- docket 20 dash -- so
20-0309, not -- 0308, if I'm correct. | don't know
if that was just some error that was occurring.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: I'm sorry. What? Say
it again? | just want to confirm.

MR. BARBER: You said earlier for submitting
the written, people can submit it for the Docket
20-0308. But it's actually 20-0309. | remember
getting an e-mail about it when | first got the
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So my name is Beau David Barber.

That is B-E-A-U, D-A-V-I-D, and then B-A-R-B-E-R.
| am a precinct committee person for Champaign
County Democratic Party representing Ogden 1
Precinct.

So I've looked at this docket very closely
and I've been tracking all of the data that comes
out of it, and | built atable that | can submit as
written comments as well, that details shut off by
ZIP code, town, county, and Illinois Department of
Public Health Region. And onething that I, you
know, been noticed so is, you know, through these,
islooking at not the disparities based on
location, but also disparities based on racial
demographics.

So for instance, and | confirmed this, along
with the report that chicagobusiness.com had put
out, about 1 in 25 ComEd customersin certain ZIP
codes, primarily black communities, having their
utilities disconnected. So for the ZIP code 60621,
which comprises mostly the Englewood -- comprises
mostly of the Englewood community. At that time,
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confirmation to speak, it listed 20-0308, but then
they sent an e-mail saying it was 20-0309.
Apologiesfor that.
JUDGE TEAGUE-KINGSLEY: Excuse me. Thisis

Judge Teague-Kingsley. Chairman, he's correct.
The docket number should be 20-0309.
CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Okay. Thank you.
Thank you for the correction.
MR. BARBER: No, worries. | just wanted to
make sure that was clear.
CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Thank you.
MR. BARBER: So, may | proceed?
CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Yeah. Let's-- Tanya
are you going to put the timer up?
THE COURT REPORTER: We can only share once.
| cannot share a screen and have another person
share a screen.
MR. BARBER: That'sfine. I'm not going to
share my screen. Apologiesfor that confusion.
I'll submit the rest of my -- well, | can submit
the rest of my stuff as written commentsif that's
alowed. Thank you.
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from September to October, they had 699 shutoffs,

which represented about 5.5 percent of the
customers of ComEd in there, in that community.
As of November, that is now -- that is now
740 total. Sothat's5.81 percent. There's many
other communities like that, that they list in
there, but for the, you know, for the brevity that
I've been given, | will note that this and many
other communities listed in there comprise of over
60 or over 70 percent non-white residents. And of
the ZIP codes 60621, 60827, 604009, they al have
over three percent of their customers, from
September through November, disconnected by ComEd.
And these communities are over 70 percent non-white
according to the American Community Survey.
CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Sorry, you are out of
time.
MR. BARBER: | apologize. Thank you.
CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Thank you. And again,
feel free to submit your -- any other comments, or
the table. Thank you.
MR. BARBER: Thank you.
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CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: All right. Sixis

Ms. Sarah Blanco? Ms. Blanco are you on?

MS. BLANCO: Yes.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Great. Please state
and spell your name and then we will start the
timer.

MS. BLANCO: My nameis Sarah Blanco, That's
S-A-R-A-H, B-L-A-N-C-O. And | am representing the
Champaign-Urbana Branch of the Party for Socialism
and Liberation.

Wash your hands. In the early months of the
COVID-19 pandemic, this phrase was everywhere, from
profile pictures to marquees of closed businesses,
and of course, in every list of actions necessary
to stop the spread of COVID-19. So washing hands
was to prevent the spread of COVID-19. And for so
much more.

Water is essential for life. Itisabasic
human right. However, water corporations such as
[linois American Water, use this natural resource
and basic necessity as a source of profit and have
the power to cut off accessto it for those who are
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necessary. Livesdepend onit. All power to the

people.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Thank you. Next,
Mr. Dat Hoang Luu. Mr. Luu, are you on?

MR. LUU: Yes, | an. My nameis Dat Luu,
D-A-T, L-U-U. I'm astudent here at the University
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and I'm representing
the UIUC, Y oung Democratic Socialists of America
here today.

| want to bring to the attention of the
Commission areport published by the National
Bureau of Economic Research conducted by
researchers at Duke University. According to the
information gathered in the report published in
January of 2021, if, on the federa level,
evictions and utility moratorium were put in place
within the time frame of March 2020 to November
2020, COVID infection rates would've dropped 14.2
percent and 8.7 percent respectively.

Asfor the COVID deaths, however, they
would've dropped 40.7 percent and 14.8 percent,
respectively. When spoken in the context of human
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unable to pay, putting all of usin danger.

Between October 2020 and February 2021,
[linois American Water cruelly and recklessly
withheld running water from almost 12,000
households. Meanwhile, American Water has been
profiting more and more. Since the beginning of
the pandemic, American Water's profits have only
increased.

From quarter two of 2020, American Water's
profits, per share, increased 3.2 percent compared
to quarter two of 2019. From quarter three of 2019
to quarter three of 2020, the increase was 9.8
percent per share. And in quarter four of 2020, as
American Water denied water to thousands, its
profitsincreased by 48 percent per share compared
to quarter two -- four of 2019.

To allow American Water to resume water shut
offs at the end of this month would be to
recklessly invite a public health disaster.

Because American Water cannot be trusted to put the
needs of people over the pursuit of profits, a
mandatory moratorium on utility shut off is
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costs, and the tens of thousands, hundreds of

thousands of lives lost across the country and here
Illinois, that could have been prevented.

Now, | mentioned the whopping statistics on
evictions for areason. Despite there being an
eviction moratorium in place right now and that is
because to activists saying this before this report
came out and within the report itself, it is
understood that utility shutoffs and the threats of
evictions are concurrent hardship experienced by
the working class and working poor. Utility
shutoffs are often the precursor to evictions. The
financial stress of one leading to another.
Compounding together increases the odds of
infections and deaths beyond the respective
findings from Duke University.

As the moratorium on both evictions and
utility shutoffs end soon herein lllinois, this
deepening of this crisis has come sooner than folks
may think. The conclusionsfiled in thisreport as
for what isto be done are not new to the
Commission or activists advocating for utility
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shutoff moratoriums for some time now. This report

came out in January with a price of thousands of
pandemic casualties and hope lost beforeitis
allowed for the information to be compiled in the
first place.

There's no dispute now, the astoundingly
clear conclusion: If you prevent utility shutoffs,
you will save lives. Illinois must take action for
its residents and prevent utility shutoffs. Thank
youl.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Thank you. Eighth,
Mr. Marc Girdler -- Mr. Girdler, are you on?

MR. GIRDLER: Yeah, I'm here.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Great. Please state
and spell your name and then welll start the timer.

MR. GIRDLER: Thank you. My nameisMarc
Girdler, M-A-R-C, G-I-R-D-L-E-R. I'm hereasa
member of the Bloomington-Normal Club of the
Communist Party. And obviously, I'm here to ask
you to do the right thing for the people of
Illinois and continue this shutoff moratorium.

Even though there's help available, it's

=
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And in Illinois and in Macon County where |

live, the numbers are trending upwards and at the
absolute bare minimum, this moratorium has to be
upheld until we reach herd immunity, and we're only
at 25 percent, so that's far on the horizon.

Ameren is profiting, they are still putting
up huge profits, people are suffering at this time
to do the right thing and help people keep these
moratoriumsin place. And | would encourage you to
look far beyond herd immunity because that's just a
starting point to where people can start to feel
safe and start to rebuild. So cutting people off
at the legs, whenever they're just starting to get
afoothold on getting their lives back in order is
not only amistake, it's a cruelty.

So again, please do the right thing and
uphold this moratorium and also please consider
that just because the fact that many people wanted
to speak here today on thisissue being so
important, limiting public comment because it's an
important issue like this seems counter-intuitive.
| think you should welcome participation, even if
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difficult to get under the best of circumstances,

let alone during a once-in-a-lifetime global
pandemic like this. | livein Decatur, and even
though | receive LIHEAP assistance, | still have
gotten multiple shutoff notifications from the city
telling me that my water is going to be shut off.
I'm someone who's used to dealing with the system,
and even | find the way that some of these
means-based -- means-testing-based help are given
out. Knowing what you qualify for, and how to get
it, just having a moratorium, even, you have to
dance through many hoops to get it.

We're still in the middle of this pandemic
and getting that help is more important that ever,
yet it's quantifiable that people are not ableto
get that help. Over 70 thousand less people are
using LIHEAP this year than they were last year.
That's, in my opinion, because it's difficult to
navigate these different hoops. A way to -- a
better way around thisis just to uphold this
moratorium and keep people's power on because we
are still in aglobal pandemic.
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it means spending afew extraminutesin the

meeting. Thank you.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Thank you. Next,
Mr. Allan Max Axelrod. Mr. Axelrod, are you on?

MR. AXELROD: Indeed. Canyou hear me?

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: We can hear you. Once
you state and spell your name, please proceed.

MR. AXELROD: All right. My nameisAllan
Max Axelrod, A-L-L-A-N, M-A-X, A-X-E-L-R-O-D. I'm
the campaign lead of No Ameren Shutoffs, a
zero-dollar all-volunteer grassroots group,
spanning the state north and south, east and west.
Thereisno financial interest for what we are
doing. We aretrying to protect our most
vulnerable people, the folks that policymakers
often forget.

To Ameren Illinais, by contrast, in quarter
two of 2020, had a 30 percent -- a 36 percent
increase in their profits per share relative to
2019. In quarter three, when they only had one
week of utility shutoffs, they matched their
profits per share of the previous year. In quarter

Bridges Court Reporting
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four when they were again banned from utility

shutoffs, they had afour percent increase in their
profits per share.

When we talk about profits per share, we're
not talking about a corporation that's struggling
to make ends meet. Thisisabout a corporation
trying to maximize profits over the bodies of our
residents who you all are supposed to be
representing their interests.

Before, we have had conversations about who
the buck stopswith. Before, it's been the buck
stops with Pritzker, and that's absolutely true, no
matter how many times he gets fact-checked by the
press, he just keeps on going. You've told our
callersthisinformation. Citizens Utility Board
hastold us thisinformation. But with this plan,
as you propose, the buck quite clearly stops with
youl.

Y ou do not have to do these sorts of things.

Y ou do not have to meekly bargain with utility
corporations, and you have done additional actions
before to advocate on behalf of Illinoians that you
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accountability and transparency here of al of

these companies because clearly, that means that
there could have been several hundreds of homes
that could have been impacted by this shutoff, and
they weren't getting the visibility that they

needed for the clear problem that'sgoing onin
this state.

And Ameren has had a 36 percent increasein
profits per share at the start of the pandemic
lockdown, and with requirements of restore utility
services, suspend disconnections, and at the cost
of Illinois' employment crisis. In quarter two of
2020 of Ameren's Features of the Line, "Y esterday
we announced second quarter 2020 earnings of 98
cents per share compared to 72 cents per share
earned in 2019. We matched profits per sharein
quarter three of 2019 to quarter three of 2020,
shutoffs started in the last week of this quarter.
Four percent increase in profits per share from
quarter four 2019 to quarter four 2020. Most
shutoffs happened during this time span.”

That'sall | have. 1'm going to relieve the
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haven't done today. Y ou can issue aletter

explaining to the utility corporations the massive
loss of life that we are likely to experience.

We do not, at all, trust these corporations
to abide by the rate-limiting of the disconnections
that occur. They aren't even following the rules
now, how can we trust them later? Please do the
right thing. Thank you.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Thank you. Next, Kyle
Auer. Areyou there?

MR. AUER: Yeah. Yeah. I'm here.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hi, Mr. Auer. Please
state and spell your name and then you may proceed.

MR. AUER: Yeah. It'sKyle Auer, K-Y-L-E,
A-U-E-R. Okay. So thank you for having me today.
| am, again, Kyle Auer. I'm part of the lllinois
People's Action. So the Washington Post had a
journalist sent to Peoria, Illinois, due to the
extent of the impact of the moratorium and the
utility shutoffs. But the Social Service Offices
didn't even know the people who had been shut off,
which means there's a distinct lack of
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rest of my time. Thank you very much.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Thank you, Mr. Auer.
Next, Kenneth Crowe. Mr. Crowe, are you on?
MR. CROWE: I'm on the phone.
CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Great. Please state
and spell your name, then you can proceed.
MR. CROWE: My name is Kenneth Crowe, that
is, K-E-N-N-E-T-H, C-R-O-W-E, but | go by Kenny.
Let me know when my time starts.
CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Y our time has started.
MR. CROWE: | would liketo ask the
government of Illinoisto please stop waging wars
on the poor people of Illinais.
There are people all over the state that have
lost jobs or had hours cut due to a pandemic that
is no fault of their own. And we have peoplein
Illinois that work jobs all the time and pay their
way, but they're unable to do so lately because of
statewide shutdowns and stay-at-home orders that
are at no fault of their own and they have,
unwillingly, fallen behind on payments.
And there'sa-- | want you to think of the
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people who are scared and worried about utility

shutoffs on the horizon, while they try to get back
to work, as safely as they can, hopeful that they
can keep utilities paid so they can stay clean for
work, have heat at night, care for their kids and
their families, and they're going through all these
emotions while al these things are happening
around them that is out of their control.

Distress and the mental strain on them is
something that alot of people, perhaps such as
yourself, do not quite understand. Now | livein
Pana. We've had about 50 shutoffs here and about
180, to 190 in Christian County. Twenty percent of
Pana's people here live below the poverty line
since the last census. Places like this get
overlooked by big cities, often, but we're
essential, too. Our economy has fallen away from
us, which causes low income in these areas.

People here work and pay taxes and they
expect to get something for it. Now we get nothing
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returned to live with their familiesin order to

provide additional financial and domestic support
during this time of economic hardship. Some of
these students have trouble accessing reliable WiFi
or even aworking computer either because the power
in their house has been shutoff or their family is
trying to cut back on electricity to prevent
shutoffs.

Astheir instructor, | see firsthand how much
their work-in-progress are suffering because of
this. Asyou can possibly see, my power is
currently off right now, thankfully for
maintenance, but I, right now, have to walk down to
the library, charge my phone, come back to my
apartment, use the external battery pack to try and
get my work done and reduce my exposure to others.
It's extremely disruptive. We're now in the
midterm of the spring semester, which isatime
when many students on campus are getting --

THE COURT REPORTER: Excuseme. | can't hear

compared to what we're paying taxes for. The greed you.
22| of the government, the overtaxation, the lack of 22 CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Ms. Walker, you cut
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1lsocial resources, and large companies being treated Hout.
2| as more important than the people has got to stop. 2 MS. WALKER: -- coursework. | know, sorry.
3| Sol do ask the people, people such as 3/l had a-- | was getting a phone call.
4 4

yourself in Illinois, to stop waging wars on poor
people and punishing people for something that is
not their fault. | ask for serious action to be

taken for the safety of Illinois' people and their
basic utility needs because the government of
Illinoisis not doing that. And I'm speaking for

the Christian County DSA. Thank you for the time.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Thank you. Next,
Ms. LenaWalker.

MS. WALKER: Hi. Yes. Canyou hear me?

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: We can hear you.

MS. WALKER: Okay. Thank you. My nameis
LenaWalker, spelled L-E-N-A, W-A-L-K-E-R.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: You may proceed,
Ms. Walker.

MS. WALKER: Thank you. I'm amember of the
Graduate Employees Organization, Local 6300 at
University of Illinois. | also work as ateaching
assistant at the U of |. Many of my students have

A lot of students are going to find
themselves held back another semester or possibly
even ayear because they're unable to complete
their coursework or graduate without the academic
standing they've worked so hard to achieve.

As graduate students, we're fortunate to have
the protection of our union, which can bargain
collectively with the university to ensure viable
working conditions. Undergraduates have no such
protection. Andit'sup to all of usto ensure
that the young people have the support that they
need and are held back as little as possible by the
challenges of the pandemic. We need to treat
people's homes like public education institutions
because right now they are operating as such.

Would we shutoff power to an elementary
school or to the U of 1? Protection of utility
access is imperative because it's inhumane to deny
people basic services in the middle of a health and
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1leconomic crisis. Keep the moratorium on shutoffgage * 1 CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Okay. Nextis Ber?j?r%irall
2land enforceit, at least until the end of the 2| George Theobald.
3|school year, and idedlly, until an adequate 3]  MR.THEOBALD: Hi. Hello, Canyou hear me?
4 |recovery from our current crisis has been achieved. 4 CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: We can hear you.
5| Thank you. 5/ MR.THEOBALD: Hi. My nameis Benjamin
6 CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Thank you. Next, 6| George Theobald, B-E-N-JA-M-1-N, Georgeis my
7|Mr. Drake Materre. 7| middle name, G-E-O-R-G-E, and my last nameis
8 MR. MATERRE: My nameis Drake Materre, 8| Theobald, T-H-E-O-B-A-L-D. And | -- yes, I'm
9|D-R-A-K-E, M-A-T-E-R-R-E, and I'm the senior 9 | speaking on behalf of -- or as a member of
10| project manager of Natural Path Nutrition, 10| Champaign-Urbana DSA. | residein Urbana,
11|Incorporated. You al switched -- in order to 11{1llinois.
12 extend the moratorium or to stop utility shutoffs, 12 I'm asking that you please extend the
13 |you added water to LIHEAP. 13 |moratorium on utility shutoff. Unfortunately,
141 There'saterm called structural violence. 141 people have still been getting their utilities,
15| Structural violence analyzes the structural 15|their water shut off. | spoke to a young mother a
16| arrangements that create violence and harm. 16 few months ago who had her water shutoff. She,
1710bviously, not extending the moratorium on utility 17 |unfortunately, lost her job and her hours were cut
18 | shutoffsis structural violence, so you al are 18| pack and this was a young mother with atwo -- a
19| creating violence, and committing violence, acts of 19| one-year-old and a two-year-old and | believe she
20 |violence on the people. And just like that white 20 |was pregnant with another baby on the way. And she
21/man did in Atlanta, in Georgia. 21|didn't have water and she couldn't -- and she was
22 When we talk about structural violence and we 22 |forced to live with another woman who,
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talked about the lack of access or the inadequate
access to the resources, it is not intuitive for
water utility -- for water utilities to be added to
LIHEAP without adirect or an adequate form of
communication to the people. So you are actively
participating in that structural violence and the
harm against the people.

Obviously, we are asking you to do what's
right and stand by the people and extend the
moratorium on all utility shutoffs because again,
people can go unhoused even without being evicted,
with -- even without evictions. | believe you all
know what's right, maybe. | don't know. But think
about the structural violence that's at play here,
think about the structural arrangements, and think
about how we can adequately relay the information
to the people to ensure that they are actively
getting the resources that are needed. Thank you.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Thank you. Rita
Conery. Ms. Conery, are you there? Doing a quick
search. Last call for Rita Conery?

(No verbal response.)

unfortunately, had COVID.

So as you can imagine, their situation was
very dire, and it was -- and unfortunately, with
programs like LIHEAP, they are not year round and
they also don't offer assistance with things like
water, which | don't understand. Why do you have
programs that don't offer assistance for -- you
offer assistance for utilities like electricity,
but not water, which we desperately need in a
pandemic, so | ask you to please extend this
moratorium, put people over profits, and as Martin
Luther King, Jr. Once said, "The timeis aways
right to dowhat isright.” | yield the rest of my
time. Thank you very much.

THE COURT: Thank you. Finally, Ms. Jessica
Motsinger.

MS. MOTSINGER: Hello.

THE COURT: Hi, Ms. Motsinger. You -- if you
could state and spell your name and then welll
start the clock.

MS. MOTSINGER: Yes. My nameis Jessica
Motsinger and | am with Indivisible Metro East and
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down here, 12 miles East of Saint Louis, so

southern Illinois.

I'm asking that you all continue with the
moratorium at least until the House Bill 2877, the
Rent and Utility Relief Bill gets enacted. This
House Bill not only offers temporary relief to
[llinois citizens that are in most need, but
appropriate, thus ensuring that the federal funds
go directly to relieve any costs or debts that the
utilities might take on.

These utilities, as have been spoken earlier,
are not hurting. They'rein no way hurting under
the current situation, in the current moratorium,
so | don't anticipate that they would incur any
more harm or pain if you guys continue. Sorry, |
have a cat moving around my computer. With this
bill that ensures, also, that thereis no cost at
all to the State of Illinois, no fiscal
responsibility being taken on by the state.

We also need to realize that the shutoffs not
only cause undue mental health burdens, but al'so
cause a direct cascade of consequences for the most

Page 35

edited?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the
minutes are approved.

Under our electric items, Item E1
concerns MidAmerican's filing to make LED lights
the new company standard for arealighting. The
Commission staff reviewed the filing and
recommended not suspending it. Are there any
objections to not suspending the filing?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the
filing is not suspended.

Item E2 concerns an amendment to 83 111.
Adm. Code 305 to incorporate the most recent
edition of the national electrical safety code,
which includes changes concerning underground
cable, grounding requirements, die insul ator
placement rules, and grades of construction
application rules. The order initiates a
rule-making to accomplish this amendment and
authorize the commencement of the first notice
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needy and vulnerable of our citizens. Some of

these consequences could be costly, whether it's
our medications that go bad because we don't have
refrigeration, or it could be a mother that can't
bathe her child or have electric, thus not having a
suitable home.

This causes alot of thingsand it helps --
and it causes alot of burdens from veterans that |
know, reservists, disabled, homebound, the gambit
goeson. Thereis more benefit to helping our
citizens than there is any kind of cost to any
utility out there. So please extend the
moratorium, allow House Bill 2877 to get passed.
Thank you very much for your time.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Thank you. Okay. This
concludes our requests to speak, so we are going to
move forward on our agenda.

We're going to move onto our public
utilities agenda.
There are edits to the February

18th, 2021, Regular Open Meeting Minutes. Are
there any objections to approving the minutes as
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period for the rule-making. Are there any

objections to approving the order?
(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the order
is approved.

Item E3 concerns a petition to reopen Docket
19-0995, which is an approval of the Illinois Power
Agency's long-term renewabl e resource procurement
plan. The IPA requests that this docket be
reopened and approve certain modification to the
IPA'srevised L TRRPP, necessitated by the COVID-19
global health pandemic.

Because renewable energy credits, or RECs,
delivery contracts provide payments only once
systems are energized, project energization delays,
resulting from the pandemic, have aggressively
shifted projected Renewable Portfolio Standard
budget expenses chronologically forward into future
delivery years.

The IPA seeks Commission approval of
maodifications to the revised plan, adopting a
governing regimen to address areduction in
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EeXpenses across various categories of expenditures

under the RPS. Are there any objections to
granting the petition?
(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the
petition is granted.

Item E4 concerns Ameren's reconciliation of
revenues collected under power procurement riders
for the period of June 1st, 2018 through May 31st
of 2019. The order approves the reconciliation as
reflected in the appendix to the order, finding
that the costs were prudently incurred. Arethere
any objections to approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the order
is approved.

Items E5 through E7 concern petitions for
confidential treatment of petitioner's reports.

The orders grant the protection, finding that the
information to be proprietary and confidential.

Are there any objections to considering these items
together and approving the orders?
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to notice times and number of event hours. The

Commission further orders that Ameren file tariff
maodifications under its prior PTR peak time rewards
program prior to the forthcoming MISO changes. Are
there any objections to approving the order?
(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the order
is approved.

Items E9 through E11 concern citations for
failure to file Compliance Recertification Reports
asrequired by Part 454 of the Commission rules.
Respondents failed to appear at the hearings and
did not file exceptions to the proposed orders.
The orders suspend Respondent's Certificate of
Service Authority to operate as agents, brokers and
consultants. Arethere any objections to
considering these items together and approving the
orders?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the
orders are approved.

Item E12 concerns Docket 20-0822, which isa
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(No verbal response.)

Hearing none, the orders are approved.

Item E8 concerns Ameren's petition to
initiate review of Rider PTR or Peak Time Rebate.
The petition requests that the Commission evaluate
whether residential customers receive any net
benefits under the Peak Time Rewards program under
Rider PTR. Ameren, Staff and CUB created a
consensus report memorializing the suggested course
of action regarding the continuation of Ameren's
Peak Time Rewards program.

According to the consensus report, Ameren
began bidding it's program participation in the
MISO Capacity Auction for program year June 2016 to
May 2017. With respect to participation and
rebates for program year June 2020 to May 2021,
there are 123,010 participants in the program and a
total of $40,769 in rebates paid to customers.

The order allows Ameren to continue its peak
time rewards program under the Rider PTR through
May of 2023, and incorporate appropriate
maodifications pursuant to MISO's approved changes

Page 40
complaint against Inovateus Solar regarding

improperly installed distributed generation
projects. The complainants filed a motion to
voluntarily dismiss the complaint without
prejudice. Arethere any objection to granting the
motion to dismiss?
(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the
motion to dismissis granted.

Item E13 concerns an application for
Certificate of Service Authority to install,
maintain, or repair electric vehicle charging
stations. The order grants the certificate,
finding that the Applicant meet their requirements.
Are there any objections to approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the
order's approved.

Item E14 concerns ComEd's proposed revision
to Rider NS, or non-standard services and
facilities regarding the treatment of the
replacement costs of an automatic throw-over switch
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at the end of its useful life. In December of

2020, the Commission suspended the proposed
revisions until April 11th of 2021 pending the
Commission review. This order extends the period
of suspension until October 11th of 2021. Are
there any objections to approving the re-suspension
order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the order
is approved.

Item E15 concerns an application for
Certificate of Service Authority to operate as an
aternative electric supplier and requests for
confidential treatment of certain information
contained in the application and attachments for a
period of not less than five years. The order
grants the certificate and affords confidential
treatment of the requested information. Arethere
any objections to approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the order

is approved.
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(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the order
is approved.
Items E18 through E20 concern
petitions to cancel Certificates of Service
Authority to install energy efficiency measures.
The order cancels the certificates. Arethere any
objections to considering these items together and
approving the orders?
(No verbal response.)
CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the
orders are approved.
Items E21 through E34 concern applications
for certification to install energy efficiency
measuresin lllinois. The orders grant the
certificates finding that the Applicants meet the
requirements. Are there any objectionsto
considering these items together and approving the
orders?
(No verbal response.)
CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the
orders are approved.
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Item E16 concerns ComEd's verified petition

for special permission to file and put into effect
on less than 45 days notice, revision to Rider
Retail Customer, or Rider RCA. Rider RCA
authorizes ComEd to collect a Renewable Energy
Resources and Coal Technology Devel opment
Assistance Charge. ComEd proposes to extend the
expiration date of the charge from December the
31st of 2020, to December 31st of 2021, in order to
reflect its continued obligation to collect this
charge through December 31st of 2021. Arethere
any objections to granting the special permission?
(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the
special permission is granted.

Item E17 concerns an application for
certification to install energy efficiency measures
inlllinois. The order denies the certificate,
finding that the Applicant did not meet the
requirements by failing to file proper Certificate
of Insurance. Are there any objectionsto
approving the order?

Page 44
Under the gasitems. Item G1

concerns Ameren's petition to initiate a proceeding
to determine the accuracy and prudence of
qualifying infrastructure investment. The order
approves the reconciliation as reflected in the
appendix to the order, finding that the costs were
prudently incurred. Are there any objectionsto
approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the order
is approved.

Item G2 concerns Consumer Gas Company's
proposed increase in rates for gas distribution
service. In December 2020, the Commission
suspended the proposed increase in rates through
April 3rd of 2021. The Commission'sinvestigation
in this matter is not concluded and the order
re-suspends the filing until October 3rd of 2021.
Are there any objections to approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the order

is approved.
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Items G3 through G8, concern requests for

proprietary treatment of information in the
Petitioner's reports. The orders grant for
protection, finding that the information is highly
proprietary and confidential. Arethere any
objections to considering these items together and
approving the orders?
(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the
orders are approved.
Under the telecommunicationsitems, Item T1
concerns Grafton's application for designation as
an eligible telecommunications carrier for the sole
purpose of qualifying for lifeline support only.
The order grants the request, finding that Grafton
has sufficiently demonstrated that it satisfies the
federal and state requirements for designation as
an ETC for the limited purpose of receiving federal
universal service lifeline support. The order also
grants confidential treatment of some of the
information in the application. Are there any
objections to approving the order?

Page 47
telecommunications service and is not otherwise

contrary to the public interest. Arethere any
objections to approving the order?
(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the order
is approved.

Items T4 through T15 concern requests for
proprietary treatment of information in the
petitioner's annual reports. The orders grant the
protection, finding that the information is highly
proprietary and confidential. Are there any
objections to considering these items together and
approving the orders?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the

orders are approved.

Under our water and sewer items,
Item W1 concerns lllinois America's application for
a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity
to provide water serviceto acertain areain Logan
County. The order grants the application, finding
that the service to the proposed area is necessary
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(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the order
is approved.

Item T2 concerns an application for a
certificate of interexchange service authority to
provide facilities based interexchange
telecommunications services, a certificate of
service authority to provide re-sold local and
interexchange services, and a certificate of
exchange service authority to provide facilities
based local telecommunication services. The order
grants the certificates, finding that the Applicant
meets the requirements. Are there any objection to
approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the order
is approved.

Item T3 concerns a request to cancel
certificates of service authority to provide
telecommunication services. The order cancelsthe
certificate, finding that the cancellation will not
deprive any Illinois customers of necessary
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to provide adequate, reliable, and efficient

service, and is the least cost means of satisfying
the service needs of the customers. Are there any
objections to approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the order

is approved.

Under our miscellaneousitems, Item
M1 concerns Staff's petition to reopen Docket
20-0309, which is amoratorium on disconnection of
utility services during the public health
emergency. Asit became clear that the Public
Health Emergency would extend past March 31st of
2021, and the utility customers would again be
subject to service disconnection for non-payment,
the parties to this docket met to determine what
steps could be agreed to mitigate the effect of
customers disconnection in light of the fact that
many customers have accumulated substantial
arrearages during the winter moratorium.

These discussions resulted in the parties

agreeing to two stipulations:
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First, the large electric and gas utilities

stipulation and large water and sewer utilities
dtipulation. On March 15th of 2021, Staff
petitioned the Commission to reopen this docket and
adopt both stipulations. Among other provisions,
the stipulation specified that utilities may send
disconnection notices on a staggered basis starting
April 1st of 2021. Such notices must contain
information regarding how to obtain available
payment assi stance.

Disconnections will take place on a staggered
schedule. It will begin with residential customers
having the highest arrearages who have failed to
make payment, or seek a deferred payment
arrangement. Utilities will waive reconnection
fees for low-income customers and reconnect these
customers whose income is 300 percent or less than
the federal poverty level based upon payment of 25
percent of the outstanding balance, which may be
paid with customer assistant funds and with the
remainder of the arrearage incorporated into a
deferred payment arrangement.

. ) Page 51
rehearing under other business.

Item O1 concerns approval of
batches, contracts, and confirmations under the
[llinois Adjustable Block Program. Arethere any
objections to approving the program administrator's
submissions?
(No verbal response.)
CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the
submissions are approved.
Item O2 concerns March 2021 solicitation of
bids to sell renewable energy credits from new
utility-scale wind projects to Ameren, ComEd, and
MidAmerican. Arethere any objections to approving
the Procurement Administrator's recommendation on
selection of winning bids?
(No verbal response.)
CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the
recommendation is approved.
Item O3 concerns April of 2021, association
of bidsto sell standard energy products to Ameren,
ComEd, and MidAmerican. Are there any objections
to approving the Procurement Administrator's
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The utilities will aso make additiona hill

payment assistant funds available through existing
bill payment assistant programs created by prior
stipulations at levels and terms described in the
stipulations. The order reopens the docket and
adopts both the stipulations. Are there any
objections to approving the order?
(No verbal response.)

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the order
is approved.

| just want to commend al the parties,
again, for coming together to agree on these
important measures to ensure additional protections
to the consumers are in place. | would continue to
remind some customers who receive a disconnection
notice that they must call their utility to enroll
inaDPA. And then, also as reminder, we do have a
consumer services division. There's information of
how to contact the Consumer Services Division on
our website at "icc.online.gov" and the number
again is (800) 524-0795.

There are no petitions for
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benchmark methodology?

(No verbal response.)
CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the
methodology is approved.
Item O4 concerns April of 2021 solicitations
to bidsto sell zonal resource credits to Ameren.
Are there any objections to approving the
Procurement Administrator's benchmark methodology?
(No verbal response.)
CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the
methodol ogy is approved.
Item O5 concerns approval of batches,
contracts and confirmations under the Illinois
Solar for All program. Are there any objections to
approving the Program Administrator's submissions?
(No verbal response.)
CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the
submissions are approved.
This concludes our public utilities
agenda.
Judge Teague-Kingsley, do we have
any other matters to come before the Commission
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today?
JUDGE TEAGUE-KINGSLEY: No, Madam Chairman,
but | had a quick question. | wanted to clarify

that for 20-0309, the vote was to approve the
petition to reopen and the order?

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Yes. That's correct.

JUDGE TEAGUE-KINGSLEY: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Thank you for
clarifying.

JUDGE TEAGUE-KINGSLEY: Nothing further.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Thank you. Do any
commissioners have any other business to discuss?

MS. OLIVA: Yes. Chairman Zalewski, thisis
Commissioner Oliva, for therecord. | have some
newsto share. Last night, | informed the
Governor's Office, Chair Zalewski, and my
colleagues on the Commission of my intent to resign
effective March 31st, 2021.

It has been the opportunity of alifetime to
serve the people of the State of Illinois as the
first Latina commissioner on the Illinois Commerce
Commission. | truly appreciate thetime | spent in
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at my edits.”

Serving in two administrations has been a
tremendous honor. And | thank Governor Pritzker
and histeam for their leadership during an
incredibly challenging year. | also want to thank
former Governor Bruce Rauner for appointing me to
thisrole and to the Illinois Senate for their
confirmation.

To everyone | have worked with along the way,
from my talented advisors, Azeema, Janel, Gerardo,
and Kealie and my intern Haley, to industry
leaders from both the consumer advocate and utility
sides, | thank you for teaching me so much and
helping me do my work as a commissioner.

This decision marks the end of my 20-plus
yearsin public service. Effectuating lllinois
energy policy and ensuring citizens have a safe,
reliable, and affordable utility service has been
an amazing experience and one that | will forever
be grateful for. 1'm so proud to have been a part
of the nationally recognized work the Commission
has done to increase supplier diversity in the
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thisrole and working with the incredibly talented,

hardworking, and knowledgeable Illinois Commerce
Commission staff. | have learned so much from each
of my Commission colleagues, working alongside
them.

From Chairman Zalewski, | learned about grit,
determination, and perseverance leading through
very difficult times.

From Commissioner Kimbrel, | learned about
thoughtfulness in how considerate you are about our
incredible staff and each of us, checking in on us
al thetime.

Commissioner Carrigan, | will bein eternal
awe of your wisdom and incredible legacy in the
State of Illinois. And so thankful for your sage
advice.

Commissioner Bocanegra, you are a superwoman
and | think you have superwoman powers with your
high energy and ability to grasp technical
accounting issues with such ease. | don't know
when you sleep and | will so missyour early
morning e-mails at 5:00 am. Saying, "Take alook

Page 56
energy and transportation sectors.

| wish the ICC Chair and commissioners
continued success going forward. Thisismy public
goodbye for now, but it's definitely not lights
out. Thank you.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Thank you,
Commissioner. | would just like to personally
thank you for your years of service, both at the
Commission and at the state. Y ou are atrailblazer
in many ways of particularly on supplier diversity
issues, both for the State of Illinoisand on a
national level, so we thank you for that. You did
great work here, and in your other roles, and we
wish you the best in future endeavors. So thank
youl.

MS. BOCANEGRA: Chair Zalewski, thisis
Commissioner Bocanegra. | also have afew remarks
following yours. So | prepared some remarks
somewhat unexpectedly. So I'd like to share some
wonderful remarks about Commissioner Oliva before
she departs.

While | did not get the chance to work with

Bridges Court Reporting

Page: 14 (53 - 56)





Regular Open Meeting - Public Utilites

I1linois Commerce Commission Regular Open Meeting

Page 57
Commissioner Olivaaslong as | would have liked, |

would be remissto not acknowledge the type of
colleague and friend Commissioner Oliva has been.
Although we had been in mutual professional circles
for sometime, | did not actually get the chance to
know Commissioner Oliva until shortly before my
arrival at the Commission. | found someone who
knew someone who knew someone who gave me her
contact information as | was looking to learn more
about therole.

Sadzi was more than willing to be helpful and
describe the important work of the Illinois
Commerce Commission, sitting down with me over
coffee. Her passion and enthusiasm was
instantaneously recognizable, but also inspiring.

And after coming on to the Commission, Commissioner
Oliva continued that spirit and that commitment to
camaraderie and was intentional in helping me

navigate my first NARUC summit, introducing me
where needed and making suggestions as to what
sessions to attend so that | could learn as much as
possible.
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accomplishments, Commissioner Oliva has been a

great colleague, a good mentor, and a good friend,
whether it was encouraging myself and her
co-commissioners to dig deep into regulatory issues
or to pursue topics of interest that contribute to

the lllinois Commerce Commission's national
presence, or whether it was she and | exchanging
important tips on skincare and hair routine.

Y ou have always led by example and with the
highest ethics and integrity. | thank you for your
public service and you will be missed. Thanks.

MR. CARRIGAN: Chairman, thisis Commissioner
Michael Carrigan. If | could, I'd liketo make a
few comments.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Of course.

MR. CARRIGAN: Wéll, thank you. Commissioner
Oliva, asyou and | talked this morning by phone, |
received this news last night after dinner. |
disclosed to you in our call today that you blew up
my time that was being spent on filling out my NCAA
brackets. Y ou took metotally out of sync on that
with this surprise.
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Commissioner Olivais recognized and

respected by her peers both locally and nationally.
Her dedication to public service has certainly been
exemplified through her numerous appointments,
including the Electric Power Research Institute
Advisory Council, the Financial Research Ingtitute
Advisory Board, the Gas Technology Institute
Advisory Committee, the National Utilities
Diversity Council Board of Directors, Vice
President for the Mid-America Regulatory
Conference, and of course, the previous service as
the lllinois representative for the Organization of
MISO States, OM S Board of Directors.
Commissioner Oliva aso represented both
[llinoisand NARUC in her international
contribution to the power sector and communications
arena, assisting Panama on renewabl e energy
integration and smart grids, and on stakehol der
engagement and communication in Indonesia.
Commissioner Oliva's contributions to the
utility and regulatory space are aspirational and
commendatory, indeed. But aside from her

Page 60
But echoing the comments of those that have

already spoke, you're accomplished, you're known at
anationa level, aMidwest level, and of course,
at the lllinois ICC. You've aways taken your
responsibilities very seriously. Asl told you
this morning by phone, | wish you the very, very
best going forward with your new career and hope
that we can stay in touch. Thank you for your time
at the ICC and thank you for your two decades of
public service. Well done.

MR. KIMBREL: Madam Chair, I'll round this
up. Commissioner Oliva, I'm still in shock. I'm
intotal shock. | think we're all very excited for
you. We don't know what your next chapter is, but
extremely excited for you. You are extremely
thoughtful and kind. | appreciate what you said,
but I am in no way as kind and thoughtful asyou
are. But | do appreciate that comment.

| also want to say that | had real anxiety
because, you know, you've given us two weeks and |
just knew -- we've got to get you some wine. So
that was -- that is on my mind, what to get you.
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But it has been great working with you. You've

brought real balance to this Commission and | think
we are al grateful to have spent the time with you
while you were here. So thank you and | look
forward to hearing about your next chapter and
staying in contact with you.

CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Thank you. And then
just moving on to some sad news.

It'swith aheavy heart | wanted to
acknowledge the passing of Kevin Hecker, a
long-time Commission employee who passed away
earlier thisweek after along battle against
cancer.

Kevin started at the Commission in February
of 2009. He started his career in the Commission's
consumer service division as a consumer counselor.
In May of 2013, he moved to the pipeline safety
division. He was a proud father of three kids. one
son, Collen; and two daughters, Caitlyn and Keely.
Kevin deeply loved his family and our thoughts and
prayers go out to them.

Kevin will be remembered for the energy and
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passion that he brought to hisjob. He was aways

willing to take on difficult tasks and would never
fail to offer aid. Kevin's manner allowed him to
make friends and his loyalty allowed him to keep
them. Hisday would start with a genuine good
morning and end with a genuine farewell. We are
touched by the outpouring of condolences by those
in the industry that worked with him. His
dedication to the Commission will be remembered and
hislosswill befelt by al of hisfriends here at
the Commission.
Is there anything else the Commissioners
would like to say?
(No verbal response.)
CHAIRWOMAN ZALEWSKI: Okay. With no other
objections, this meeting is adjourned. Thank you.
(Whereupon, the above-entitled
matter adjourned at 12:42 p.m.)
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economy (1)

Eddie (3)
E-D-D-1-E (2)
edited (1)
edition (1)
edits (2)
e-Docket (1)
education (1)
effect (2)
effective (1)
Effectuating (1)
efficiency (3)
efficient (1)
Eighth (2)
either (2)
electric (6)
electrical (1)
electricity (2)
elementary (1)
eligible (1)
email (2
e-mails (1)
emergency (2)
Emiliano (4)
E-M-I1-L-I-A-N-O (1)
emotions (1)
employee (1)
Employees (1)
employment (1)
enacted (1)
encourage (1)
encouraging (1)
endeavors (1)
ends (2)
energization (1)
energized (1)
energy (12)
enforce (1)
engagement (1)
Englewood (2)
enroll (1)
ensure (4)
ensures (1)
ensuring (2)
enter (1)
enthusiasm (1)
entire (1)
error (2
essence (1)
essential (6)

established (1)
eternal (1)
ETHAN (2)
ethics (1)
evaluate (1)
event (1)
evicted (1)
eviction (1)
evictions (6)
evidence (1)
exalted (1)
example (1)
exceptions (1)
exchange (1)
exchanging (1)
excited (2)
Excuse (2)
executive (1)
exemplified (1)
existing (1)
expect (1)
expendable (1)
expenditures (1)
expenses (2)
experience (2)
experienced (1)
expiration (1)
explaining (1)
exposure (1)
extend (8)
extended (1)
extending (1)
extends (1)
extent (1)
external (1)
extra (1)
extremely (3)

<F>
facilities (3)
fact (2)
fact-checked (1)
fail (1)
failed (2)
failing (1)
failure (1)
fallen (2)
families (2)
family (2)

far (3)
farewel (1)
father (1)
fault (3)
Features (1)
February (4)
federal (5)
fee (2)
fees (1)

felt (1)
Fifth (2)
file (6)

filed (2)
filing (5)
filling (1)
Finally (1)
financial (5)
find (2)
finding (12)
findings (1)
fine (3)
First (10)
firsthand (1)
fiscal (1)
five (1)
folks (2)
followed (2)
following (2)
foothold (1)
forced (1)
forever (1)
forget (1)
form (1)
former (1)
forthcoming (1)
fortunate (1)
forward (5)
found (1)
four (7)
Fourth (2)
frame (1)
free (1)
friend (2)
friends (2
funds (3)
further (3)
future (2)

<G>
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Gl (1)

G2 (1)

G3 (1)

G8 (1)
gambit (1)
gardeners (1)
gas (6)
gathered (2)
generation (1)
genuine (2)
George (4)
G-E-O-R-G-E (1)
Georgia (1)
Gerardo (1)
getting (8)
Girdler (6)
G-1-R-D-L-E-R (1)
given (3
global (3)

go (6)

goes (1)
going (18)
good (3)
goodbye (1)
gotten (2)
governing (1)
government (3)
Governor (3)
Governor's (2)
grades (1)
Graduate (3)
Grafton (1)
Grafton's (1)
grant (4)
granted (4)
granting (3)
grants (6)
grasp (1)
grassroots (1)
grateful (3)
great (10)
greed (1)
grids (1)

grit (1)
grocery (1)
grounding (1)
group (1)
quys (2)

<H>

hair (1)
Haley (1)
hands (2)
hang (1)
happened (1)
happening (1)
hard (1)
hardest (1)
hardship (2)
hardworking (1)
harm (3)
harm's (1)
Health (7)
hear (9)
Hearing (31)
hearings (1)
heart (1)
heat (1)
heavy (1)
Hecker (1)
held (2)
Hello (2)
help (6)
helpful (1)
helping (3)
helps (1)
herd (2)

Hi (5)

high (2)
highest (2)
highly (2)

hit (2)
Hoang (2)
home (2)
homebound (1)
homes (2)
honor (1)
hoops (2)
hope (3)
hopeful (1)
horizon (2)
hospital (1)
hospitalization (1)
hours (3)
house (4)
households (1)
housekeepers (1)
huge (1)

Human (3)
hundreds (2)
hurting (2)

<|>

ICC (4
icc.illinois.gov (1)
icc.onlinegov (1)
ICU (1)

ideally (1)

[ (2
[llinoians (1)
ILLINOIS (46)
imagine (1)
immunity (2)
impact (1)
impacted (1)
imperative (1)
important (7)
improperly (1)
inadequate (1)
includes (1)
including (1)
income (2)
incorporate (2)
Incorporated (2)
increase (11)
increased (4)
Increases (2)
incredible (2)
incredibly (2)
incur (1)
incurred (2)
Indivisible (1)
Indonesia (1)
industries (1)
industry (2)
infection (1)
infections (1)
information (16)
informed (1)
infrastructure (1)
inhumane (1)
initiate (2)
initiates (1)
Inovateus (1)
inspiring (1)
install (4)
installed (1)

instance (1)
instantaneously (1)
Institute (3)
institutions (1)
instructor (1)
insulator (1)
Insurance (1)
integration (1)
integrity (1)
intent (1)
intentional (1)
interest (3)
interests (1)
interexchange (3)
intern (1)
international (1)
introducing (1)
intuitive (1)
investigation (1)
investment (1)
invite (1)

IPA (2

IPA's (2)

issue (3)

issues (3)

[tem (23)
items (17)

its (6)

<J>

Jand (1)
January (2)
Jessica (3)
job (2)
jobs (2)
journalist (1)
Jr (4
JUDGE (6)
June (4)
Junior (1)

<K >

Kealie (1)

Keely (1)

keep (5)

keeps (1)

Kenneth (3)
K-E-N-N-E-T-H (1)
Kenny (1)
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Kevin (4)
Kevin's (1)
kids (2)
KIMBREL (3)
kind (3)
King (1)
knew (3)
know (19)
Knowing (1)
knowledgeable (1)
known (1)
Kyle (4)
K-Y-L-E (2)

<L >

lack (3)
Lake (1)
Lakefront (1)
large (4)
LaSalle (1)
lately (1)
Latina (1)
lead (1)
leaders (1)
leadership (1)
leading (2)
learn (3)
learned (3)
LED (2
legacy (1)
legs (1)
Lena (3)
L-E-N-A (1)
letter (1)
level (5)
levels (2)
Liberation (1)
library (1)
lieu (1)

life (5)
lifeline (2)
lifetime (1)
light (1)
lighting (1)
lights (2)
LIHEAP (5)
liked (1)
limited (1)
limiting (1)

line (3)

link (1)

list (2)
listed (2)
little (3)
live (7)
lived (1)
Lives (4)
Local (3)
locally (1)
location (1)
lockdown (1)
Logan (1)
long (2)
long-term (1)
long-time (1)
look (5)
looked (1)
looking (2)
loss (2)

lost (4)

lot (6)
Louis (1)
loved (1)
low (1)
low-income (1)
loyalty (1)
LTRRPP (1)
Luther (1)
Luu (5
L-U-U (1)

<M >

M1 ()
ma'am (1)
Macon (1)
Madam (2)
maintain (2)
maintenance (1)
making (1)
man (1)
manager (1)
mandatory (3)
manner (1)
Marc (3)
M-A-R-C (1)
March (7)
MARIA (1)
marks (1)

marquees (1)
Martin (1)
massive (1)
matched (2)
materials (1)
Materre (4)
M-A-T-E-R-R-E (2)
matter (3)
matters (1)

Max (3)

M-A-X (1)
maximize (1)
mean (1)

means (4)
means-based (1)
means-testing-based
(1)

measures (4)
medications (1)
meekly (1)

meet (4)
MEETING (5)
Meetings (1)
meets (1)
member (3)
memorializing (1)
mental (2)
mentioned (1)
mentor (1)

Met (2)
methodology (4)
Metro (1)
MICHAEL (3)
Mid-America (1)
MidAmerican (2)
MidAmerican's (1)
middle (3)
midterm (1)
Midwest (1)
miles (1)

mind (1)

mine (1)
minimum (1)
minutes (9)
miscellaneous (1)
MISO (3)
MISO's (1)
missed (1)
mistake (1)

mitigate (1)
modification (1)
modifications (3)
month (3)
months (3)

mor atorium (28)
moratoriums (2)
morning (4)
mother (3)
motion (3)
Motsinger (6)
move (2)

moved (1)
moving (2)
multiple (1)
mutual (1)

<N>

name (24)
NARUC (2)
National (6)
nationally (2)
natural (2)
navigate (2)
NCAA (1)
necessary (5)
necessitated (1)
necessity (2)
need (6)
needed (3)
needs (3)
needy (1)

net (1)

never (1)

new (4)

news (3)

night (3)
Ninth (2)
non-payable (1)
non-payment (1)
non-standard (1)
non-white (2)
normality (1)
North (2)
Notary (1)
Note (3)
notice (5)
noticed (1)
notices (2)
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notifications (1)
November (3)
NS (1)

number (7)
numbers (2)
numerous (1)
Nutrition (1)

<0O>

01 (1)

02 (1

03 (1)

04 (1

05 (1)
objection (2)
objections (29)
obligation (1)
obtain (1)
obvioudy (3)
occur (1)
occurring (1)
October (6)
odds (1)

offer (4)
offers (1)
Office (4)
Offices (1)
offs (1)

Ogden (1)
Okay (12)
OLIVA (13)
Oliva's (1)
OMS (1)

once (4)
once-in-a-lifetime (1)
ones (1)
one-year-old (1)
OPEN (4)
operate (2)
operating (1)
opinion (1)
opportunity (1)
order (52)
orders (21)
order's (1)
organization (3)
outpouring (1)
outstanding (1)
overlooked (1)

overtaxation (1)

<P>

p.m (1)

pack (1)
packaging (1)
paid (3)

pain (1)

Pana (1)
Panama (1)
Pana's (1)
pandemic (13)
paper (1)
part (3)
participants (1)
participating (1)
participation (3)
particularly (1)
parties (3)
Party (3)
passed (2)
passing (1)
passion (2)
Path (1)
patients (2)
pay (3)
paying (1)
payment (8)
payments (2)
peak (6)
peers (1)
pending (1)
people (44)
people's (3)
Peoria (1)
percent (26)
period (4)
permission (3)
perseverance (1)
person (7)
personally (1)
petition (9)
petitioned (1)
petitioner's (3)
petitions (3)
phone (5)
phrase (1)
pictures (1)
pipeline (1)

place (8)
placement (1)
Places (1)
plan (3)
platitudes (1)
play (1)
please (14)
point (1)
policy (2)
policymakers (1)
poor (4)
Portfolio (1)
possible (3)
possibly (4)
Post (1)
poverty (3)
power (12)
powers (1)
Pratt (7)
P-R-A-T-T (1)
prayers (1)
precinct (2)
precursor (1)
pregnant (1)
prejudice (1)
prepared (1)
presence (1)
PRESENT (1)
President (1)
press (1)
prevent (4)
prevented (1)
previous (2)
previously (1)
price (1)
primarily (1)
prior (3)
Pritzker (3)
problem (1)
proceed (6)
proceeding (1)
procurement (5)
products (1)
professional (1)
profile (1)
profit (1)
profiting (2)
profits (14)
program (12)

programs (3)
project (2)
projected (1)
projects (2)
proper (1)
propose (1)
proposed (6)
proposes (1)
proprietary (5)
protect (1)
protection (6)
protections (1)
proud (2)
provide (9)
provided (1)
provisions (1)
prudence (1)
prudently (2)
PTR (4)
PUBLIC (17)
published (2)
punishing (1)
purpose (2)
pursuant (2)
pursue (1)
pursuit (1)
put (6)
putting (2)

<Q>

qualify (1)
qualifying (2)
quantifiable (1)
quarter (16)
question (2)
quick (3)
quite (2)
quorum (1)

<R>

racial (1)
rate-limiting (1)
rates (3)
Rauner (1)
RCA (2

reach (1)

read (1)

ready (1)

real (3)
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realize (1)
reason (1)
Rebate (1)
rebates (2)
rebuild (1)
receive (3)
received (2)
receiving (1)
Recertification (1)
recklessly (2)
recognizable (1)
recognized (2)
recommendation (2)
recommended (1)
reconciliation (3)
reconnect (1)
reconnection (1)
record (2)
recorded (1)
recovery (1)
RECs (1)
reduce (1)
reduction (1)
reflect (1)
reflected (2)
refrigeration (1)
regarding (4)
regimen (1)
Region (1)
REGULAR (3)
regulation (1)
Regulatory (3)
rehearing (1)
reinstate (1)
relative (1)
relay (1)
reliable (3)
Relief (2)
relieve (2)
remainder (1)
remarks (3)
remember (1)
remembered (2)
remind (1)
reminder (1)
remiss (1)
renewable (6)
Rent (1)
reopen (4)

reopened (1)
reopens (1)
repair (1)
replacement (1)
report (9)
Reporter (5)
REPORTING (1)
reports (4)
representative (1)
represented (2)
representing (6)
request (2)
requested (1)
requests (8)
required (1)
requirements (7)
Research (3)
researchers (1)
reservists (1)
reside (1)
resident (1)
residential (2)
residents (3)
resign (1)
resold (1)
resource (3)
resources (4)
respect (1)
respected (1)
respective (1)
respectively (2)
respond (1)
Respondents (1)
Respondent's (1)
response (33)
responsibilities (1)
responsibility (1)
rest (5)

restore (1)
resulted (1)
resulting (1)
resume (1)
resumption (1)
re-suspends (1)
re-suspension (1)
Retail (1)
returned (1)
revenues (1)
review (2)

reviewed (1)
revised (2
revision (2)
revisions (1)
Rewards (4)
Rider (7)
riders (1)
right (16)
Rights (1)
Rita (3)
role (3)
roles (1)
rollout (1)
round (2)
routine (1)
RPS (1)
rule-making (2)
rules (4)
running (1)

<S>

sad (1)
SADZI (2
safe (2)
safely (1)
safety (4)
sage (1)
Saint (1)
Sarah (3)
SA-R-A-H (1)
satisfies (1)
satisfying (1)
save (1)
saying (3)
scared (1)
schedule (1)
school (2)
screen (4)
search (1)
Second (2)
Section (1)
sector (1)
sectors (1)
see (4)
seek (1)
seeks (1)
seen (4)
selection (1)
sl (3)

semester  (2)
Senate (1)
send (1)
senior (1)
sent (2)
September  (2)
serious (1)
seriously (1)
serve (1)
Service (25)
Services (11)
Serving (1)
sessions (1)
set (2)
Seventh (1)
sewer (2)
share (19)
shelter (1)
shifted (1)
shock (2)
shopkeepers (1)
shortly (1)
show (3)
shut (7)
shutdowns (1)
shutoff (10)
shutoffs (22)
shutting (1)
sic (1)

sides (1)
sitting (1)
situation (3)
situations (1)
Six (1)

Sixth (1)
skincare (1)
sleep (1)
slowly (1)
smart (1)
Social (2)
Socialism (1)
Socialists (2)
Solar (2)
sole (1)
solicitation (1)
solicitations (1)
somewhat (1)
son (1)

soon (2)
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sooner (1)
sorry (4)
sorts (1)
source (1)
south (1)
southern (1)
space (1)
span (1)
spanning (1)
speak (9)
speaking (3)
special (3)
specifically (1)
specified (1)
spell (9)
spelled (2)
spending (1)
spent (3)
spirit (1)
spoke (2)
spoken (2)
spread (2)
spring (1)
Springfield (1)
staff (5)
Staff's (1)
staggered (2)
stakeholder (1)
stand (2)
standard (3)
standing (1)
start (8)
started (7)
starting (5)
starts (1)
state (22)
States (1)
statewide (1)
stations (1)
statistics (2)
stats (1)

stay (2
stay-at-home (1)
staying (1)
steps (1)
stimulus (1)
stipulation (3)
stipulations (5)
stop (5)

stops (3)
strain (1)
Street (1)
stress (1)
struck (1)
structural (8)
struggling (1)
student (1)
students (5)
stuff (2)
subject (1)
submissions (4)
submit (9)
submitted (1)
submitting (1)
substantial (1)
success (1)
suffer (1)
suffering (2)
sufficiently (1)
suggested (1)
suggestions (1)
suicides (1)
suitable (1)
summit (1)
superwoman (2)
supplier (3)
support (4)
supposed (1)
Sure (2)
surprise (1)
Survey (1)
suspend (2)
suspended (3)
suspending (2)
suspension (1)
switch (1)
switched (1)
sync (1)
system (2)
systems (1)

<T>
T1 (D
T15 (1)
T2 (D
T3 (1
T4 (D
table (4)

take (5)

taken (3)
talented (2)
talk (2)

talked (2)
talking (1)
Tanya (2)
tariff (1)
tasks (1)

taxes (2)
teaching (2)
TEAGUE-
KINGSLEY (6)
team (1)
technical (1)
Technology (2)
telecommunication
2
telecommunications
(4)

telling (1)
temporary (1)
tens (1)

Tenth (2)
term (1)
terms (1)
Thank (56)
thankful (2)
thankfully (1)
Thanks (1)
Theobald (5)
T-H-E-O-B-A-L-D (1)
thing (5)
things (5)
think (11)
Third (2)
thoughtful (2)
thoughtfulness (1)
thoughts (1)
thousand (1)
thousands (4)
threats (1)
three (9)
throw-over (1)
Thursday (1)
time (29)
timer (6)
times (3)

tips (1)

today (8)

told (3)

topics (1)

total (3)
totally (1)
touch (1)
touched (1)
town (1)
tracking (1)
trailblazer (1)
transparency (1)
transportation (1)
treat (1)
treated (1)
treatment (7)
tremendous (1)
trend (1)
trending (1)
trouble (1)
true (1)

truly (2)

trust (2)
trusted (1)

try (2

trying (4)
tweeted (1)
Twenty (1)
two (16)
two-year-old (1)
type (1)

<U>

Uluc (1)
ultra-affluent (1)
unable (3)
Undergraduates (1)
underground (1)
understand (2)
understood (1)
undue (1)
unexpectedly (1)
Unfortunately (4)
unhoused (1)
union (1)
universal (1)
University (5)
unwillingly (1)
upheld (1)
uphold (2)
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upwards (1)
Urbana (1)
Urbana-Champaign
(1)

use (2

useful (1)
UTILITIES (17)
utility (31)
utility-scale (1)

<V >

various (1)
vehicle (1)
ventilators (1)
Vera (5)
V-E-R-A (1)
verbal (33)
verified (1)
veterans (1)
viable (1)
Vice (1)
videoconference (3)
violation (1)
violence (10)
violent (1)
visibility (1)
voluntarily (1)
vote (1)
vulnerable (2)

<W >

W1l (1)
waging (2)
waive (1)
walk (1)
Walker (9)
W-A-L-K-E-R (1)
Walraven (4)
want (9)
wanted (4)
Warehouse (1)
wars (2)
Wash (1)
washing (1)
Washington (1)
Water (23)
Water's (2)
way (9)

ways (1)

Webex (1)
website (3)
week (3)
weeks (3)
welcome (1)
Well (6)
we're (10)
west (1)
we've (7)
white (1)
whopping (1)
WiFi (1)
willing (2)
wind (1)
wine (1)
winning (1)
winter (2)
wisdom (1)
wish (3)
wishing (1)
withheld (1)
woman (1)
wonderful (1)
work (11)
worked (3)
worker (1)
workers (2)
working (9)
work-in-progress (1)
works (1)
worried (1)
worries (1)
worse (2)
would've (2)
written (5)

<Y >

Yeah (5)
year (9)
years (4)
Yesterday (1)
yield (2)
Young (4)

<Z>
ZALEWSKI (79)
zero-dollar (1)
ZIP (4)

zonal (1)
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